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Did Lady Fatima (sa) argue with Imam Ali (as)?

Presenting the argument:

Based on Shia narration, when Hazrat Zahra (ra) returned from the mosque upon delivering a
sermon, she insulted Ali (ra), chiding him for remaining at home like a baby in a womb while others
unjustly revoked the inheritance promised to them by the Rasulollah(PBUH&HF). Do you not believe
in her(ra) infallibility? If so, then how can one infallible figure argue with another infallible figure?

The original hadith:
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Hence, upon returning home, she addressed the following to Amiral Mu’menin (as), “Oh son of Abu
Talib! Peace be upon you. Why are you sitting in the house like an infant in his mother’s womb? You
are sitting as if you're the suspect. You were the one who destroyed the open hunting wings (the
brave men of Arabs), but now those without weapons are betraying you. This son of Abi Qahafa (Abu
Bakr), is stealing the gift granted by my father and the resources needed to sustain my children.
Verily he (Abu Bakr) tried to be my enemy, and in the discussion which | had with him, | found him to
be the worse of enemies. It reached a point where the Ansar refused to help me, the Muhajirins
ignored their relationship with me, and the present crowd (at the mosque) simply closed their eyes.
There was no one to defend me, nor did anyone prevent the oppression. | went to the mosque while
| had tears in my eyes, and | covered the pain in my heart. | returned home humiliated due to lack of
help from fellow Muslims. You have humiliated yourself ever since you relinquished your sword. You
used to annihilate wolves, but now you are holding the soil as your carpet, and you are sitting in a
corner. You do not question any speaker, nor do you prevent Fitna. | have no control over this
matter. | wish | had passed away prior to my humiliation and your silence. May Allah forgive you on
my behalf, as you have occasionally protected me and relieved my oppression. Woe to me every
day and night as our protector has passed, and our influence has significantly waned. | shall convey
my complaints to my Father and my extenuating circumstance to my Lord, as His (swt) punishment
will be greater than others.”
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Analysis:

Based on the inauthenticity(Mursal) of this narration, Allama Majlisi (ra) and other Shia scholars
have repeatedly refuted these false allegations, and we will InshaAllah briefly present them here.

1. The deceptions of Abu Bakr

Alama Majlisi (ra) (Died 1111 AH) in his book of Bihar al-Anwar says:
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Hazrat Zahra (sa) wanted to display the treachery of the usurpers in charge of the Ummah by clearly
delineating the oppression and hardship they caused; hence the reason for her anger. Her intention
was to detail the gravity of her grievances, not to convey animosity towards anyone. This pertains
to many discussions. For example, imagine someone informed the head of a state about the ill
intentions of another individual. In order to deliver the importance of that deceit, he addresses his
people strictly, to show the importance of that matter.

Another example is when Prophet Moses (PBUH) returned from the Toor mountain and found Bani
Israil worshipping a sheep. Susequently he immediately seized Haroon (PBUH) by his beard and
exclaimed, “What have you done!”

Haron (PBUH) replied:
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He said, “O son of my mother! Seize me not by my beard nor by my head; surely | was afraid lest you

should say, ‘You have caused a division among the children of Israel and not waited for my word.” “
(20:94)

Prophet Moses (PBUH) knows that Haroon (PBUH) is not guilty, but he wishes to show the
importance and evilness of the of Bani Israil; therefore, he looked as if he was arguing with his
brother.
Hazrat Fatima (sa) wanted to show the severity of the oppression facing her; hence, she behaved
accordingly to show the people the hardship endured by the Ahlulbait (as).
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Hence, there are no fights nor arguments, but the emotional outpour of the respectful daughter of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) exemplifies her desperate living conditions; she also wishes everyone



to bear witness to her oppression in order to prevent this treacherous act from repeating in the
future.

2. Proving her inheritance was unjustly revoked by oppressors:

Hazrat Fatima (sa) in this speech with Imam Ali (as) says:
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This son of Abi Qahafa (Abu Bakr) is stealing the gift granted by my father and the resources
needed to sustain my children.

In this sentence, Hazrat Fatima (sa) points out three important points:
a. Fadak was a gift from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)

The phrase “gift from my father unequivocally proves Fadak as a gift from the Holy Prophet
(PBUH&HF) to her. The great scholars of Ahl sunna such as Tabari (died 310), and Dhahabi (died 748)
openly regarded Fadak as the sole property of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) passed on to Hazrat
Fatima (sa) as a gift:

\JgJ.pqL%LcIMpJpgf\Jqﬁldgw,JémJb:Jﬁ@LSgMU@»puLﬁ
wls,
Khaibar belonged to all Muslims, but Fadak only belonged to the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) as it was
not conquered by an army.
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Jalaul Deen Suyuty (died 911 AH) writes:
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Bizar, Abuya’li, Ibn Abi Hatim, and Ibn Mardawwia have narrated from Abu Sa’eed Khidri, “When the
Verse of “And render to the kindred their due rights” [17:26] was revealed, Allah’s Messenger
called Fatima (sa) and granted Fadak to her.

b. Fadak, the only source of income for the children of Hazrat Zahra (sa)

The saying of (and the resources needed to sustain my children) shows Fadak was the only source of
income for the children of Hazrat Fatima al-Zahra (sa); Amirul Mu’menin (as), in his letter to Uthman
bin Hanif, states:
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Yes, from the shadow of heaven cast down, Fadak was ours, but some people stretched their hands
towards it, and others stepped away from it justly, and the best judge is Allah SWT.
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c. Abu bakr, the usurper of the rights of Lady Fatima (sa)



The saying of (This son of Abi Qahafa (Abu Bakr), is stealing) proves Abu Bakr had unlawfully rebuked
the rights of Lady Fatima (sa).
Yaqut Hamawi (died 626 AH), after talking about the geographical location of Fadak, states:
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This is the same Fadak that Hazrat Fatima (sa) addressed by saying, “The Prophet (PBUH&HF) gifted
this (Fadak) to me.
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Ibn Shubah, died (262 AH), in History of Medina, narrates from Namiri the son of Hasan that, “I said
to Zaid bin Ali:”
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| wanted to undo what Abu Bakr had done towards the rights of Fatima (sa)...Fatima (sa) went to
Abu Bakr and told him that Allah’s Messenger (PBUH&HF) had gifted Fadak to her. Abu Bakr replied,
“Do you have any witnesses for your claim? Ali came with Fatima (sa) to affirm her claims; Umm
Aiman, stating to Abu Bakr, “Do you testify that i am amongst the people of paradise?” Abu Bakr
answered, “Yes.” Umm Aiman said, “I testify that Allah’s Messenger gifted Fadak to Fatima (sa).”
Abu Bakr then answered, addressing Fatima (sa), “Do you wish to take your rights by the testimonies
of a man and a woman?
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When Hazrat Fatima (sa) realized Abu Bakr was not willing to return Fadak, she then claimed Fadak
as an inheritance from her father. Unfortunately, this time Abu Bakr took refuge behind a fabricated
hadith from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and falsely claimed He said:
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Prophets do not leave inheritances, what is left after us goes to charity. )
This narration contains numerous discrepanies and InshaAllah, we will briefly point them out:

To begin, this hadith contradicts the clear message of the Holy Quran where it introduces Sulaiman
(as) as Dawood’s (as) heir:
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And Sulaiman was Dawood's heir -
27:16

The Holy Quran also narrated the story of Zakaria (as) who beseeched Allah SWT to grant him a son
as his heir:
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...therefore grant me from Thyself an heir, who should inherit me and inherit from the children of Yaqoub,..
19:5-6
Second, the great scholars of Ahl Sunna such as Ibn Khirash dismiss this hadith; Dhahabi narrates:
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Ibn ‘Adi narrates from ‘Abdan who said, “l asked Ibn Khirash, “What is your opinion regarding the
hadith. “What is left after us goes to charity?’ he replied, ‘It’s invalid because Malik bin Aws is
accused of lying.” * “
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Thirdly, Hazrat Fatima (sa) became angry at Abu Bakr and never spoke to him till the end of her life.
Bukhari narrates:
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Fatima, the daughter of Allah's Apostle, became angry and refused to ever speak to Abu Bakr again until she
passed from this world. Fatima passed away six months after the demise of the Rasulollah(PBUH&HF).
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Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 53, Number 325

Fourth, after the martyrdom of Hazrat Fatima (sa), Imam Ali (as) sought to rightfully reclaim Fadak
during the Khilafat of Umar. Bukhari narrates from Umar:
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(O 'Abbas!) You came to me demanding your share from (the inheritance of) the son of your
brother, and he ('Ali) came to me demanding his wife’s share from (the inheritance of) her father.
Wb ol ylg.gi 2927z 1126 Lo 3 z S GJ fuzo (2256) qﬁl.\.,_cyl Jucloow| (0 oo (el Sl
£ 1987 - 1407 Wl sasudall vy - @olowl (S ol Hls 1l el cus sk > aiss ¢ guadll yo38
waym = oyl Sl el Hls 1wl (s8I e 3188 oo 1 aii elsdll S5 LU «ikulls

Bukhari, Volume 7, Book 64, Number 271
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Both of you came to me with the same purpose in mind. You said, “Entrust the property to us.”
Muslim, Book 019, Number 4349

The success of Ali (as) in reclaiming his right:

Bukhari writes:

owlics Iale (o] Sae (52938 aianll aidis Ll
Later on, Umar gave the Prophet's property (in the form of Sadaga) at Medina to 'Ali and 'Abbas
Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 53, Number 325:
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Yagawt Hamawi also writes:
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During his Khilafat, Umar decided to return the inheritances of the Prophet (PBUH&HF) to his heirs.
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When Uthman became the Khalif, he gifted Fadak to Marwa, his dear cousin. Abu AlFida’ writes in
his History:
S0 ol oo e dll o, anbld lpidb (sl AUl Jgw, @810 (sdg Jad Olgypo gladls

Auc ECUI v_s\.o)
Uthman granted Fadak to Marwan as a gift, the same Fadak promised to Fatima(as) from the
Prophet (PBUH&HF).
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Now the question that arises is: If Prophets leave no inheritance but charity, then why did Umar
contradict the claims of Abu Bakr by returning the inheritance of the Prophet (PBUH&HF) to his
heirs?
Why did Uthman grant Fadak to Marwan(his cousin), hence contradicting the beliefs of Abu Bakr and
Umar?

As Hazrat Fatima (sa) addressed Abu Bakr by stating:
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It should be known that on Judgment Day, Allah (SWT) is the Judge, and what a great Judge He
(SWT) is! Our leader is Muhammad (PBUH&HF), and our meeting shall be on the Day of Judgment.
On that day, the evil doers shall perish forever, and repentance shall not benefit any of them. A
time is set for every action, and at the end, you shall know who will encounter eternal perdition.
olasMog (galsei tgeiz « 139 o 1 2 elaisV (2548 ) b il o wde oy ol sgaie wsul s bl
¢ 51966 - 1386 ., iVl el - ,uiills acldal) Olasidl ls il (0lw,sdl 43U toso
il 6 uo 1z cbuidl olel, (@ 380sbginglly ade all slo e (b Bg,20ll yalb (sul oo Jasll sl
o8 - (s AuiSo Wl jguinio
¢ £2004 - 1424 . sJoVI 1asuball (Wl wopw - analsdl LSl ls 1ubl
OUlbws| 1 asxi « 257 o 6 g (dugraxt 3,5 (D608 ) e m oo W el G doxo Wi ol
£1996 ( sJoVI raedall (g - y3lo L5l cpwle So (pwle
2 dcMl api epnir (B 655) oo o0 oo o Al &b oy ol 5o delel cszizell silaadl ayasdlesal ol
1998 - 51418 . sVl :asall «0li / wop - awaladl CaSUlls 1yl wS ol puySIl auc doxo i « 124 Lo 16

We have thoroughly discussed the hadith , “We (Prophets) do not leave inheritance” in a separate
article, and if you wish, you may visit the article:

http://www.valiasr-aj.com/fa/page.php?frame=1&bank=maghalat&id=148
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