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Did Umar ibn Khattab wish he had Imam Ali (a.s)’s traits?
Question by: Mahdi Shojayi

Answer:
This narration is by Ahmad ibn Hanbal and other scholars of the Sunni School have also narrated it with
different interpretations and sources:
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Omar ibn Khattab said:

Ali ibn Abi Taleb [A.S] has been given three traits that if | had those traits it would have been
better for me than having red-haired camels: Him being the neighbour of God’s Prophet in the
mosque, being given the flag on the day of Khaybar and Sohayl has forgotten the third one.

AlShaybani, Abu Abdellah Ahmad ibn Hanbal (died 241 Hijri), volume 2, page 659

AlTahawi AlHanafi, Abu Jafaar Ahmad ibn Mohammad ibn Salama (died 321 Hijri), explanation of
Mushkelol Athar, volume 9, pages 182-183

Checking the narration’s sources:

Ali ibn Tayfoor:
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Ali ibn Tayfoor ibn Ghaleb Abul Hassan Al Nassawi... and he was trustable

Ghutaybat ibn Sayid ibn Jamil:
One of the narrators of Bukhari and Moslem:
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Yaqub ibn Abdul Rahman:

One of the narrators Bukhari and Moslem:
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Suhayl ibn Dhekwan:

One of the narrators of Bukhari and Moslem:
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Dhekwan Abu Saleh:

One of the narrators of Bukhari and Moslem:
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So in conclusion, the sources are correct and there are no problems in them.



In this narration Sohayl had forgotten the third trait but, this same narration has been narrated from
him somewhere else where he does remember the third trait; That is, the marriage of Imam Ali (a.s)
with Lady Fatimatul Zahra’ (a.s):
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Abu Hurayra has quoted Omar saying:

Ali ibn Abi Taleb has traits that if | had one of them it would have been better for me than red-
haired camels”. He was asked: “What are those traits?” Omar said: “Marriage with the daughter
of the God’s Prophet, living in the mosque with the God’s Prophet and that everything which was
halal for the Prophet was also halal for him, and that he was given the flag on the day of Khaybar.

Abu Jafaar (the author) said:

If the Abdullah ibn Jafaar, which is one of the sources of the narration, is the same Abdullah ibn
Jafaar AlMakhrami, then he is the one who has been praised in narrating hadiths. But, if it is
Abdullah ibn Jafaar ibn Najih, which is also called Ali ibn Madyani, then although his narrations are
not as valuable as Abullah ibn Jafaar AIMakhrami but his narrations are not denied, many people
have narrated from him one of whom is his son, who is one of the leaders of the People of Hadith.

After quoting this hadith, Hakem Neyshabouri says:
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This hadith is correct but Bukhari and Moslem have not narrated it.

Jalalo ‘Din Syooti in History of Caliphs (slal=J| gu,U ) and Ibn Hajar Heysami in Alsawa’eghol Mohregha
(48l (3e) sall) writes:
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Abu Ya’la has quoted Abu Hurayra narrating Omar ibn Khattab saying:

Ali [a.s] has been given three traits that if | had one of them, it would have been better for me
than red-haired camels . He was asked what are those traits? He said: God’s Prophet gave his
daughter Fatimah in marriage to him; living in the mosque which was permitted for him but not
permitted for me and receiving the flag on the day of Khaybar.

Ahmad has narrated this same hadith in another way from Abdullah ibn Omar with a correct source.

End of Answer



