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Question:

Is it true that Bukhari did not narrate any hadiths from Abutufeil, the companion of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH&HF) as he was a Shia?

Answer:

Based on the beliefs of Ahl Sunna, all companions are reliable and truthful; hence whatever they narrate
from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) is considered as a reliable Sunna which is to be followed.

However, it seems like based on the opinion of Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari, this does not apply to all
the companions, rather it only applies to those who had an enmity towards Imam Ali (as), and hence
narrations from the friends of Imam Ali (as) are not to be considered authentic.

lbn Asakir Damashgqi and Khatib al Baqdadi, two of the greatest scholars of Ahl Sunna have written: (*)

Abu Abdillah Muhammad bin Ya’qub al Akhram was asked: why is it that Bukhari does not narrate
hadiths from Abutufeil ‘Amir bin Wathila?
He answered: This is because Abutufeil was a firm Shia.

Ibn Asakir, Tarikh Madina Damishg, Vol 26, P 128
Al Baqdadi, AlKifaya fi llm alRawaya, Vol 1, P 131

Analyzing the narration:

Abu Nasr alQushairi:
Classified as reliable and trustworthy by Dhahabi in Sira Al’lam al-Nubala’, Vol 19, P 424 (%)

Abubakr al-Beyhaqy:
Classified as reliable and trustworthy by Dhahabi in Tazakur alHifaz, Vol 3, P 1132 (%)

Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Hamdawaya bin Na’eem bin alHukm:
Classified as reliable and trustworthy by Dhahabi in Sira Al’lam al-Nubala’, Vol 17, P 162 (*)

Muhammad bin Ya’qub al Akhram:
Classified as reliable and trustworthy by Dhahabi in Sira Al’lam al-Nubala’, Vol 15, P 466 (°)

Therefore the documentation of the hadith is reliable and all the narrattors are amongst the reliable
narrators of Ahl Sunna.
This hadith proves 2 points:
1. Amongst the companions of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) there were some men who were
considered as Shias of Imam Ali (as), and would be firm in their beleifs.
2. This hadith also proves the enmity of Bukhari towards Imam Ali (as)
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Bukhari has refused to narrated hadiths from this companion while he has narrated many hadiths from
Khawarijs, those whom the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had labeled as the “dogs of hell”. People like
‘Akrama, the servent of Ibn Abbas who has narrated hundreds of hadiths in Sahih Bukhari, while the
great scholars of Ahl Sunna have labeled him as a Khawarij.
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