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Question:

Is it true that Bukhari issued a fatwa claiming people can become “Mahram” to each other by drinking
the milk of an animal?

Answer:

All the Islamic scholars believe that if two children drink the milk of the same animal (being breastfed
directly by the animal), they do not become Mahram. However Muhammad Ismail Bukhari, the author
of the famous book of Sahih Bukhari believed if two children are breastfed from the same sheep, they
become mahram to each other and all the laws between two Mmahram people applies to them.

Many great scholars of Ahl Sunna have mentioned this story. Amongst them is Sarkhasi who has
narrated this in two different parts of his famous book by the name of AIMabsut: (*)

If two children are breastfed from the same animal, they do not become Mahram to each other, this is
just as if they were to drink from the same bowl. However Muhammad bin Ismail Bukhari said: this
makes them Mahram. Bukhari visited Imam Abuhafz in Bukhara and decided to issue a Fatwa. Shaik
(i.e. Abuhafz) said: Do not do so as you are not in a position to issue fatwas. Bukhari refused to take
his advice, hence he issued a Fatwa about this matter that if two children are breastfed from the same
goat, they are mahram. Due to this Fatwa, people gathered and expelled him from Bukhara.

Al Sarkhasi, Almabsut, Vol 5, P 139

In another part he writes: (%)

If two children are breastfed from the same goat or cow, they are not mahram to each
other...However Muhammad Ismail Bukhari claims they do become mahram, and this caused him to
be exceled from Bukhara as he visited Abuhafz in Bukhara to issue a fatwa. Abuhafz disallowed him
from doing so and said you do not hold the position of issuing a fatwa. Bukhari did not take his advice
and when a question regarding this matter was asked, he issued a fatwa claiming the two children do
become mahram, therefore people gathered and expelled him from Bukhara.

Al Sarkhasi, Alimabsut, Vol 30, P 297

Zeyla'i alHanafi in his book Tabaeen alHagaeeq writes: (?)

Shamsul A’ima has narrated that Bukhari enetered Bukhara and wanted to issue Fatwas. Abuhafz
asked him not to do so. However he (i.e. Bukhari) did not take his advice and he issued the fatwa that
two children become mahram to one another once they have been breastfed from the same goat.
Due to this Fatwa, people gathered and expelled him from Bukhara.

alZeyla’l al Hanafi, Tabaeen alHaqaeeq, Vol 2, Page 186

lbn Najim al Mesry al Hanafi in Albahr alRa’iq Sharh kunz alDaqaig, volume 3, page 246 (*), Kmaal AIDeen
AlSuyuty in Sharh Fath alQadir, Volume 3, Page 457 (°), AbdulQadir Qurashy, in Aljawahir alMazya
Volume 1, Page 67 (°), Tagi alDeen Tamimy in AlTabaqgat alsunnya Fi Trajum AlHanifa, Volume 1 Page 67
(') and Mulla Ali Hurawy in Maga’a alMafatih, Volume 6 Page 295 (®) have narrated the same story.

So how can it be that for Ahl Sunna, the book of such man has become the most reliable book after the
Holy Quran?
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