Why Imam Ali (AS) is called “The Differentiator between the Hellfire and the Heaven”?

Answer:

This phrase has been used in many narrations by the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) regarding the status of Imam Ali (AS).

The original narration from Shia references:
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It is narrated from Abdullah Ibn Abbas that he said: the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) said: ... Oh people! Truly Ali is the

differentiator of the Hellfire. Whoever is his friend and helper will not enter the Hellfire and whoever is his enemy will not be

saved from it. Verily he is the differentiator of the Heaven, his enemy will not enter it and his friend will not be denied from it.

(Amali; Sheikh Sadugq, page 83. With different source in Khisal of Sheikh Saduq, page 496)
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Imam Ali Ibn Mousa Al-Ridha (AS) said: the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) said:

Oh Ali! Truly you are the differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire.

(Uyun Akhbar Al-Ridha [AS]; Volume 1, page 30)
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Sulaiman Ibn Khalid narrated from Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq (AS) who narrated from his ancestors (AS) that the Holy Prophet

(PBUH&HF) said to Imam Ali (AS): ... Oh Alil You are the differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire. Nobody will enter the
Heaven unless he/she knows you and you know them and nobody will enter the Hellfire but the one who denies your status and
you disown them.

(Amali; Sheikh Mofid, page 213)

In the following references this narration has been mentioned with different phrasing such as “The differentiator

between the Hellfire and the Heaven”, “The differentiator of the Hellfire”, “The differentiator between the Heaven and the

Hellfire”, “Peace be upon you Oh The differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire.

(Al-Kafi; Kulaini volume 4 page 570, Ma’ani Al-Akhbar; Sheikh Sadugq, page 206, Tahdhib Al-Ahkam ; Sheikh Toosi volume 6, page 29, Rowzatul Wa’ezeen; Fattal



Neishaboori page 100 and 118, Al-Mustarshid; Tabari Shi’ei page 264, Amali; Sheikh Mofid page 213, Amali; Sheikh Toosi page 305 and 629, Ihtijaj; Tabrasi volume 1 page 209

and 341, Managqib; Ibn Shahr Ashoob volume 2 page 8 and volume 3 page 28, Al-Taraif; Sayed Ibn Tawoos page 76, Madinah Al-Mo’ajiz volume 1 page 280)
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The narration in Sunni references:

This tradition has been mentioned in numerous Sunni references even though many biased and prejudiced people tried
to argue about the references of this narration and claim the weakness of its sources. However, the narration has entered even
the literature books and quoted in the most authentic Sunni references and has left no excuse for the intractable people.
Now we refer to some of these quotes from the Sunni references:
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Imam Ali (AS) said: | am the differentiator of the Hellfire.

(Al-Faiq Fi Qarib Al-Hadith; Jarollah Zamakhshari, volume 3 page 97)
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Also, it is narrated from Al-A’mash who narrated from Mousa Ibn Tareef, from Abayah who said: | heard Ali (AS) saying: |
am the differentiator of the Hellfire.

(Sharho NahjulBalaqah; Ibn Abi Al-Hadeed, volume 2 page 260 and volume 19 page 140)
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Imam Ali (AS) said: On the day of judgment | am the differentiator of the Hellfire, | will say (to the Hellfire) this person is
for you and this one is for me.
(Al-Bidayah WanNahayah, volume 7 page 392)
Also: (Qarib Al-Hadith, volume 1 page 377, Al-Nahayah Fi Qarib Al-Hadith, volume 4 page 61, Al-Managhib; Kharazmi page 41, Kanzul Amal; Mutaghi Hindi

volume 13 page 152, Tarikh Madinah Damascus volume 42 page 298 )
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The Reason for this Nomination:



A few of the narrations have explained the reason for nominating Imam Ali (AS) for this title. We just refer to two of

them:
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It is narrated from Mofaddhal Ibn Umar that he asked Imam Sadiqg (AS) what was the reason for calling Imam Ali (AS) the
differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire? Imam (AS) said: Because loving him (AS) is having faith (Eiman) and being his
enemy is infidelity (Kufr) and truly the Heaven is created for people believers and the Hellfire is created for disbelievers.
Therefore, Imam Ali (AS) is the differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire. For the same reason nobody enters the

Heaven but people who love him and nobody enters the Hellfire but people who have hatred for him (AS).
(llalusharae’ volume 1 page 162)

Also in another narration Imam Ridha (AS) explains it:
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Aba Sallt Al-Hirawi narrates that one day Ma’moon told Imam Ridha (AS): Oh Abal-Hassan tell us why your father, the

Commander of Faithful Believers, was called the differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire and the meaning of this

phrase as it has made my mind busy. So Imam Ridha (AS) said to him: Oh Ma’moon have you not heard from your father and him

from his ancestors that Ibn Abbas said that he heard the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) saying: “Love of Ali (AS) is faith (Eiman) and

animosity against him is infidelity (Kufr)? Ma’moon replied: Yes! Then Imam Ridha (AS) said: Therefore when the division of the

Heaven and the Hellfire is based on loving him, he is the differentiator between the Heaven and the Hellfire.

(Uyun Akhbar Al-Ridha [AS], Volume 1, page 92)

The Differentiator of the Heaven and the Hellfire in Poetry:

Many poets during centuries have used this narration in their poems such as:
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Ali (AS), the differentiator between the Hellfire owns goodness and it is good that tomorrow (the Judgment day) he will

save us from the hot fire. Thus, as Mohammad (PBUH&HF) is the sun in the religion Ali (AS) is the shining moon.

(Khatima Al-Mustadrak; Mirza Noori, volume 3 page 80)
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Thus, it is obvious that the city of knowledge that he (AS) is the gate of it, on the day of resurrection he (AS) is the

differentiator of the Hellfire. Thus, his enemy is the worst of people in hereafter and his friend is loved on the day of judgment.

(Managqib; Ibn Shahr Ashoob, volume 1 page 314)
rades o lee JB
&izelly LWl pud @i > (sle
. aizdly Gl pbo] > (salhaoll o9
260 Lo 1 & il aoMe j=lendl ayan
Love of Ali (AS) is the protective shield, he is the differentiator of the Hellfire and the Heaven

He is rightly the successor of Al-Mustafa (the Prophet PBUH&HF) and he is the leader (Imam) of all people and the Jinn.

(Madina Al-Mo’ajiz; Allamah Buhrani, volume 1 page 260)



