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Hedaiati: 
 
Please explain Ibn Taymmia and his famous Minhaj al-Sunnah as well as his other books in which he 
explains his beliefs. 
 
Ghazvini: 
 
Ibn Taymmia is a well known person in the Islamic world. In fact, he is even well known in the 
Judaeo-Christian world. 
His first name is Ahmad and he was born in the year 661 AH in Harran. He was educated there until 
age 17. After the attack of the Moguls in the area of Shamat, people were very afraid so his father 
AbdulHamid left Harran with his family and moved to Damascus. We have no record of the religious 
activities of Ibn Taymmia until the year of 698. The first activity of Ibn Taymmia which we are aware 
of take place during the early years of the 8th   (the 8th what???) where in areas around Damascus, he 
was asked about some matters including the holy verse: 

ٖ ٕ خ  هٗ   ن ؼ س        ٍ  ػ   ً   نس   
[Allah] Most Gracious is firmly established on the throne [of authority]. 
20:5 
 
He provided an answer equal to the beliefs of Bani Israel – materializing a physical God. This caused 
people to turn against him and there was a huge commotion among the Sunni scholars. It got to a 
point that on the 8th of Rajab 705 AH, the Sunni judges brought him to the palace of the great leader 
(Alsaltana), mentioning his claims there. There were two meetings between him and one of the 
distinguished sunni scholars by the name of Kamal alDin Zumalkani, in which they debated his 
claims. His misguidance became clear and one of the judges sentenced him to imprisonment. On 
23rd of Rabi’ AlAwal year 707AH, he was released from prison, yet once again he was put back in 
prison by Judge Badr Aldin because he persistently preached his false beliefs, such as the sinfulness 
of asking intercession from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), as he was very disrespectful. He was again 
released on the year 708 and once again preached his erroneous ideologies falling against the 
principles Islam which this time, caused him to be expelled to Alexandria, Egypt After eight months, 
he moved to Cairo, Egypt. Ibn Kathir, who is one of his supporters, writes in his book Al Bidaia Wal 
Nihaya: 
 
On 22nd of Rajab 720 AH, Ibn Taymmia was brought to Dar ulKhalafa and Islamic judges and Muftis 
threw him in prison due to nonsensical fatwas. At the end of 728AH, he passed away in the Prison of 
Damascus. 
 
The book of Minhaj al-Sunnah is considered his most important book. Lately in Saudi Arabia, his 
book after great research has been published in nine volumes and his beliefs and ideologies are 
mentioned in this book. 
As Allama Amini (ra)- the author of the book AlGhadir- says, we should call this books Minhaj al-
Bida’h. The book of Minhaj al-Sunnah was written against the book Minhaj al-Bara’a authored by 
Allama Helli (ra). When this book reached the hands of Allama Helli (ra), he realized that Ibn 
Taymmia does not comprehend anything nor are his arguments sound and logical. Like the 
interpretation of Ibn Hajar Asghalani, he said: 
If I knew Ibn Taymmia would understand my words, I would answer to him, but I know if I write any 
reply, he will not be able to understand me. 
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Until this day, the majority of the beliefs of Wahabis – in Saudi Arabia and other locations – is based 
on the Minhaj al-Sunnah of Ibn Taymmia. 
 
Hedaiati: 
Do you have any documentation of where and how he studied? 
 
Ghazvini: 
 
What is known is that he studied in the area of Harran until he was 17 with his father and other 
teachers. We cannot deny that he was sharp and very motivated to debate, refuse beliefs, and 
persistently disagree with the sayings of the scholars of his time. 
Based on what he has written in Minhaj al-Sunnah about the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), Amirul 
Mu’menin Imam Ali (as) and the pure Ahlulbait (as), it is very clear that he is following the very same 
path which the Umayyads -- the tribe cursed by Allah (swt) in the Holy Quran -- have established. 
If you compare his sayings with the claims and actions of Muawia, Yazid, and others opposing the 
knowledge and spirituality of the Ahlulbait (as), you will realize they are the same. These foes claim 
they are the lovers of the Ahlulbait (as) yet they also accept the sayings of Ibn Taymmia; these two 
ideologies contradict each other. It is virtually impossible for one to claim they love the Holy 
Ahlulbait (as) and on the same time hold Ibn Taymmia as their religious leader. 
Ibn Taimmya is amongst those people that support the actions of AbdulRahman ibn Muljam Muradi 
and view him as a pious man when the story of the martyrdom of Amirul Mu’menin Imam Ali (as) is 
told. They support the actions of Ibn Muljam, and they claim that when he killed Imam Ali (as): 

 .ماُ ٌعتقذ أُ الله ٗ رس٘ىٔ ٌحب قتو عيً
He believed that Allah (SWT) and His Prophet (PBUH&HF) are pleased with the killing of Ali (as). 

 375، ص9ٍْٖاج اىسْة لإبِ تٍٍَة، ج
Minhaj al-Sunnah: Volume 7: page 153 
 
Someone with such ideologies will not allow the love of the Ahlulbait (as) enter their heart. Like the 
saying of Ibn Hajar Athaqalani in his book درر نة ال كام  :ال
“Some of Ahl Sunna view Ibn Taymmia as a hypocrite (munafiq) as he was disrespectful towards Ali 
(as) and in Sahih Muslim (Book 1 Hadith 141) we read Imam Ali (as) says: 

ق ُاف ُٙ ئلا ي ض بغ ُٙ ئلا يإيٍ ٔ لا ٚ ب ح لا ٚ  
“None but a hypocrite would nurse grudge against me.” 

 377، ص3اىذرر اىناٍْة، ج

 
 
Hedaiati: 
What was the religion of the judges who put Ibn Taymmia in jail? Has anyone from Ahl Sunna 
written any books against Minhaj al-Sunnah? 
 
Ghazvini: 
As for the judges and the distinguished men of Ahl Sunna who judged him, based on what I 
remember, the first of them is Kamal AlDin Zumalkani. Ibn Kathir Demashqi the Salafi has written in 
his book,  AlBidaya Wal Nihaia: 
“The last time they judged Ibn Taymmia, the judges of the four schools of thought (Madhab) -Shafii, 
Maliki, Hanbali and Hanafi - judged and imprisoned him. That was his last sentence to prison and in 
year 728 AH he passed away in prison.” 

 69، ص36اىبذاٌة ٗ اىْٖاٌة لإبِ مثٍز، ج
Ibn Hajar Athqalani – whose beliefs are against the Shias and is among the renowned scholars of Ahl 
Sunna says in his book درر نة ال كام  :ال
“One of the Shafii judges ordered them to proclaim in Damascus: 

ٛدة ئ ق قد ػ خ   ٍ حًٛٛت  م   يّ ٔ يانّيٍ ئػ



‘Whoever believes in the beliefs of Ibn Taymmia, his blood and money becomes permissible.’” 
تُ، ج1، ص741 كاي دزز  ن   ن

This shows that the judges of Ahl Sunnah were clearly against him. 
The most prominent scholars of Ahl Sunnah have in fact written books about Minhaj al-Sunnah: 

1. Taqi AlDin Dobki (ًق ن ت دٌ كً ال     ) amongst the great scholars of Ahl Sunna has written: 
 
درة ئة ال ٌ ض م ً ال لً الرد   ف ن ع ةٌ إ  ٌم   ت

and  
فاء ش قام  ً ال  ارة ف ٌر زٌ ام خ  الأن
Mulla Ali Qari the famous Hanafi Faqih of Mecca has written a “Sharh” (Arabic word for 
commentary??) for it. 
 

2. Muhammad Bin AbuBakr Akhna’e (this does not match the Arabic name next to it) (ن محمد   
كر و  ً أ  نائ  :who died on 763 AH – has written  – (أخ

 
ة قال م ةٌ ال ض مر ً ال رد ف لً ال ن ع ةٌ إ  ٌم  ت

3. Samhoodi (ي مهود) has written: 
 
اء اء وف وف أخ ار ال فى دار   صط م  ال
 
Based on the research which we had on the books written against Minhaj al-Sunnah and other books 
of beliefs of Ibn Taymmia, we have totalled 20 books written by the Sunni scholars. 
 
Hedaiati: 
Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhab after many years introduced the beliefs of Ibn Taymmia once again. 
Please briefly explain his life too. 
 
Ghazvini: 
 
Muhammad ibn AbdulWahhab. His father was among the well known men of the area. He was born 

in 1115 AH in the city of U’ieena (       ) and he taught the Hanbali school in his hometown. He then 
moved to Medina to continue his studies. It has been said that during his time of study, he 
mentioned his misguiding beliefs and some of his teachers would caution him of them. Even his 
father would comment that in the future, his son will be the cause of many people’s misguidance. 
His brother Suleiman had many verbal arguments with him on his false beliefs. Muhammad ibn 
AbdulWahhab from the very beginning was very attached to those who falsely claimed 
prophethood. He would research them a great deal and would commonly mention their principles. 
Muhammad ibn AbdulWahhab would not dare to mention anything during the lifetime of his father 
as his father had a good reputation in the area. On 1153 his father passed away and he found the 
situation suitable to advertise Ibn Taymmia, the Umayyads, and himself. Even in some books which 
are written about his creed, like the book of درر ةٌ ال ن ً ال  لً الرد   ف ةٌ ع وها   writen by Ahmad Zaini ال

Dilhan, one of the Mufties of Mecca – and I recommend all viewers to read this book of his – we read 
that after witnessing the misleading ideas of his, some of the teachers of Muhammad ibn 
AbdulWahhab such as Muhammad Bin Suleiman and Shaikh Muhammad Haiat Alsindi said: 

.و ٕذا ٗ ٌضو الله بٔ ٍِ أبعذٓ ٗ أشقآسٍض  
He will be misguided and those who are away from the mercy of Allah (SWT) will also be misguided 
by him. 
درر ية ال ن س ي ال رد ف لى ال ية ع وهاب مد ال ني لأح لان، زي   42ص دح
 
On the same page he says: 
 



ان و ده ك بد وال وهاب ع لماءال من ال ين، ع ح صال كان ال ضا ف فرس أي ت ي ي ده ف ور ول مذك حاد ال ذمه و الإل يرا ي ث  و ك
حذر ناس ي نه ال ذا و م يمان أخوه ك ل س ن  بد ب وهاب ع كان ال كر ف ن ه ما ي بدع من أحدث ضلال و ال د و ال قائ ع  ال
غة، زائ ه ال ا أل   أن تاب ي ك رد ف يه ال ل  .ع
 
The father of Muhammad ibn AbdulWahhab was a righteous man and he sensed atheism in his son, 
criticized him for it, and warned people about him. His brother Suleiman denied ibn AbdulWahhab’s 
beliefs and wrote an entire book to refute those beliefs. 

 64اىذرر اىسٍْة فً اىزد عيى اىٕ٘ابٍة لأحَذ سًٌْ دحلاُ، ص
On page 40 we read: 

تُ  ًدٚ ٗ  ن حم ئن ازح ، ف هّ خ ق أيس   ّٛ، خاف أخِٕ أٌ ٚ ٍٛ أخ   ٔ ُّ ٛ ُز ع    ن

. خّ ُ هى ٚ ّ ف هٓا ن ّٛ ٔ أز  ه س  ػ ٙ  ن ت ف ف ز ان ُٕزة ٔ أن ً   ن
 
When there was conflict between Muhammad and his brother Suleiman, Suleiman felt that his 
brother may issue an order to kill him. He then fled to Midian, wrote a book against his beliefs, and 
sent it to his brother; his brother refused to let go of his erroneous actions. 

 64اىذرر اىسٍْة فً اىزد عيى اىٕ٘ابٍة لأحَذ سًٌْ دحلاُ، ص
He made many trips to different countries, such as Iran – to the cities of Isfahan, Ghazvin, Hamedan 
– and Iraq, and he mentioned his misguiding ideologies for the first time in Basra. There was a great 
uprising against him by hoards of people who came close to killing him. He fled Basra in the dark of 
the night and went to an area near Mecca where he again, advertised his beliefs. It has been said 
that he met with Mr. Hampher, the famous British spy in Basra. They had some conversation and 
made some agreements. Muhammad bin AbdulWahhab fulfilled his side of the covenant to the best 
of his abilities. 
 
Hedaiati: 
 
Please mention a list of the beliefs of Ibn Taymmia and Muhammad ibn AbdulWahhab. 
 
Ghazvini: 
 
Considering the research I have done on the Wahabi religion, and I can claim that the majority of my 
research for more than 25 years is based on the beliefs and ideologies of Wahabis, I can categorize 
the Wahabi belief system in a few basic points: 
 

1. An unIslamic monotheism against the Holy Quran and establishing the impure monotheism 
of the Israelites even though the Holy Quran says: 

ٕ   أ   د         ّ ٍ  ن  ٔ  ن ى  ٚ ك    
“And none is like Him.” 
112:4 
 

    ٙ     ّ ه     ً       ٛ  ن 
“There is nothing whatever like unto Him.” 
42:11 
 
…and cleans any physical attributes to Allah (SWT). Still we see the first thing in the beliefs of 
Wahabis, is the argument of materializing Allah (SWT). Unfortunately I saw, on the internet, a 
question which was asked to the commission of Saudi Arabia, asking: 
“What is the ruling on someone who believes Allah (SWT) is omnipresent?” 
…and the answer: 
“Allah (SWT) is in the skies and on the throne and whoever believes Allah (SWT) is everywhere, at 
first must be advised and invited to guidance, but if he rejects guidance has become an apostate and 
his killing is obligatory.” 



 
Even though the Holy Quran says: 

ى   خ   ُ ا    ٍ  ي   ٚ ى  أ  ٕ  ي ؼ ك   ْ   ٔ  
“He is with you wherever you are.” 
57:4 

ٕ ز ٚد   ب م   ن      ٍ ّ  ي   ٛ ٍ  أ   س    ئ ن  ٔ  َ ح   
“and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.” 
50:16 
 

  ّ ّ   نه     ٔ ا حٕ  نٕ   ف   ى    ً  ُ  ٚ أ   ف 
“Whichever way you turn, there is the presence of Allah.” 
2:115 
 
They have mentioned things which one would be ashamed of mentioning.  
Also Bin Baz, the former grant Mufti of Saudi Araibia, issued a fatwa: 
“Whoever believes the Earth is spherical and claims the Earth orbits the Sun has become an apostate 
and his killing is obligatory.” 
If you only briefly search the internet you will see this on the websites of both Wahabis and Ahl 
Sunna. In the matter of monotheism, they have mentioned the same ideologies which have been 
mentioned in the Torah and the Bible supporting the Israelites. 
 

2. Deeming it a sin to seek intercession from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) 
 

هى(    ٔ ّٛ ه هٗ الله ػ ط بٙ ) ُ ّ:  ن قٕن ّ ن د  زَ ٙ  ن بّ ئن س ُ ُٓى يٍ ٚ ٔ ي
هٗ  ط بٙ ) ُ ٛى  ن ؼظ ُؼا يٍ ح ظا ٔ ي ٛ ق ُ ك ح ٙ ذن ّ ٔ أٌ ف خغاد   س لا ٚ

هى(.   ٔ ّٛ ه  الله ػ
Many Muslims deem Ibn Taymmia to be a heretic as he has disrespected the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH&HF) and degraded his rank and claims seeking intercession from the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH&HF) is a religious innovation and therefore unlawful. 

 377، ص3اىذرر اىناٍْة فً أعٍاُ اىَائة اىثاٍْة، ج
 

3. Being disrespectful towards Amirul Mu’menin Ali (as) 

ٙ ع ّ ف قٕن ُ اق، ن ٗ  ن بّ ئن س ُ ُٓى يٍ ٚ ّ ٔ ي تٛ أَ ض قدو ـ أ٘   ٙ يا ح ن
  ّٕ ٛ ًا ح اٌ يخرٔلا   هٙ ـ   ّ ـ أ٘ ػ ّ: ئَ قٕن ئا ـ ٔ ن ٛ شس   بؼت ػ   ٙ أخطأ ف

ت ٔ  اَ هدٚ ا ت لا ن هسئ م ن اح ًا   هٓا ٔ ئَ ُ هى ٚ ت يس ز  ف لاف خ ّ  أل  ن ٔ أَ
قٕل  دز٘ يا ٚ ٛخا ٚ كس     ٕ هى أ  ّ: أ  قٕن ا ت ٔ ن سئ حب  ن اٌ ٚ   ّ ّ: ئَ قٕن ن
لا بٙ  ظ ٛا ٔ  ن ب ط هى  هٙ أ  بت  ٔ ػ ظت خط   ٙ لايّ ف ك لايّ ٔ   ظح ئ  ٚ

زيِٕ  أن ك، ف ٙ ذن ُغ ف   ّ اَ ٛٓا. ف س ٛا ياث ٔ يا َ ه ٙ  ٓم ٔ أٌ ػ ُج أ   
ق. ُاف ضك ئلا ي بغ هى: ٔ لا ٚ   ٔ ّٛ ه هٗ الله ػ ط  ّ قٕن ُ اق، ن ان   
 
Some Muslims have deemed Ibn Taymmia to be a hypocrite as he has insulted Ali (as) and has 
attributed false allegations to him, even though the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) said “No one holds 
anything against Ali (as) but a hypocrite” 

 377، ص3اىذرر اىناٍْة فً أعٍاُ اىَائة اىثاٍْة لإبِ حجز اىعسقلاًّ، ج
 
When Ibn Hajjar Asghalani mentions the argument between Alama Heli (ra) and Ibn Taymmia he 
says: 

 . ى يٍ يبانغت نخٍْٕٛ  لاو  نس فضٙ أ  حّ أ ٛاَا ئنٗ حُقٛض ػهٙ ز ٙ الله ػُّ
 ;53، ص8ىساُ اىٍَشاُ لإبِ حجز، ج

ٛٓا  ف ف ى خان ئا، ث ٛ شس   بؼت ػ   ٙ : أخطأ ف هٙ ٙ  ق ػ تٛ ف ًٛ ٍ ح ال ئ    ٔ
خا . ك ض  ن َ 
Ibn Taymmia has said about Ali (as): “He had erred 17 times and has gone against the Holy Quran.” 



 
I do not think there can be any hypocrisy higher than this. Amirul Mu’menin (as) who is included in 
the holy verse of purity, is among the chosen ones in the holy verse of the Mubahala, has been 
mentioned alongside the Wilayah of Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)in the holy verse 
of Wilayah, and  who the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had said: 

 .اىحق ٍع عيً ٗ عيً ٍع اىحق ٗ ٌذٗر اىحق ٍعٔ حٍث ٍا دار
.. Yet Ibn Taymmia chooses to defame him. 
 
Shias, Sunnis and even Christians believe that Amirul Meu’menin Imam Ali (as) was the most 
knowledgeable of the companions and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had said about the knowledge 
of Imam Ali (as): 

با . ٛأث  ن ه تُ ف ًدٚ ًٍ أز    ن ٓا، ف ا  هٙ   هى ٔ ػ ؼ تُ  ن ا يدٚ أَ  
 348، ص5ستذرك عيً اىصحٍحٍِ اىحامٌ اىٍْشاب٘ري، جاىَ

 
Throughout the history of Imam Ali’s (as) life, it has been verified that all the companions in their 
need of knowledge would seek Imam Ali (as). The very caliphs had said: 

 ى٘لا عيً ىٖيل أب٘ بنز 
 ل عَز ى٘لا عيً ىٖي

 ى٘لا عيً ىٖيل عثَاُ
…yet Ibn Taymmia says: 
“It is not true that Ali (as) knew about everything and saying Ibn Abbas was the student of Ali (as) is 
invalid.” 

 758، ص9ٍْٖاج اىسْة لإبِ تٍٍَة، ج
He even says: 

 .ٗ اىَعزٗف أُ عيٍا أخذ اىعيٌ عِ أبً بنز
“Ali (as) obtained his knowledge from Abu Bakr.” 

 735، ص7ٍْٖاج اىسْة لإبِ تٍٍَة، ج
 
He also says: 

د  هٙ   ؼت ٔ ػ ٙ ز  قسؤِ ف ا ٚ ٛاَ اٌ أ  ب ٔ   لا زٚ هّ   قسآٌ   ٔ ػ ًاٌ  ًغ  ن

؟ هّ أو لا قسآٌ   مْ   ظ  ن  ّٛ هف ف خ  ئخ
Uthman had compiled all of the Holy Quran and would recite the entire Quran in one rak’ah of 
prayer. As for Ali (as), it is questionable whether or not he had memorized the Quran. 

 ;44، ص:ٍْٖاج اىسْة لإبِ تٍٍَة، ج
Ibn Taymmia says about Ibn Muljam Muradi: 

 ٗ رس٘ىٔ ٌحب قتو ٗ اىذي قتو عيٍا ماُ ٌصيً ٗ ٌصً٘ ٗ ٌقزأ اىقزآُ، ماُ ٌعتقذ أُ الله
 .عيً

The killer of Ali (as) was a man of prayer and fasting. He would recite the Quran and believed that 
Allah (SWT) and his Prophet (PBUH&HF) will be pleased by the killing of Ali (as). 

 375، ص9ٍْٖاج اىسْة لإبِ تٍٍَة، ج
Even though the Ahl Sunnah have narrated that the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had said: 

 .ٌقتيل أشقى ٕذٓ الأٍة، مَا عقز ّاقة الله أشقى بًْ فلاُ ٍِ ثَ٘د
“The worst man of my nation will kill you, just as the worst man of Thamood killed the camel of Salih 
(PBUH).” 

ـ  469، ص4ـ اىَعجٌ اىنبٍز ىيطبزاًّ، ج 358، ص;ـ ٍجَع اىشٗائذ ىيٍٖثًَ، ج 653، ص3ٍسْذ أبً ٌعيى، ج
ـ تارٌخ ٍذٌْة دٍشق  687، ص3ـ تخزٌح الأحادٌث ٗ اَثار ىيشٌيعً، ج 4;3، ص35مْش اىعَاه ىيَتقً اىْٖذي، ج

 765، ص64لإبِ عسامز، ج
 

4. The ill behavior towards the Holy Ahlulbait (as). 
 
He has mentioned very disrespectful comments against the Ahlulbait (as) and Lady Fatima (sa), but I 
will not mention them. Today we see some of the educated students and scholars of Ahl Sunna 
defend his ideologies and this is very disappointing. 



 
5. Accusing Muslims of apostatizing. 

 
One of the well known acts of Wahabis is labelling Muslims who seek intercession from the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH&HF), the Prophets (PBUT) of Allah (SWT) and the Imams (as) as “apostates”. 
 

6. Bid’ah (innovation) 
 
Anything which was not done during the time of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and the companions is 
considered as bid’ah to them. You have probably heard that when the telegraph was invented, they 
issued fatwa’s against it. They even consider it as bid’ah to touch the curtain of the Ka’ba, doing Zikr 
with a rosary, and holding gatherings to remember the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF). They even issued 
fatwas that it would be religiously innovative and sinful to hold a gathering for a child’s birthday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


