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The view of Umar bin Khattab on Khalid bin Waleed

Khalid bin Waleed was one of the companions of the Prophet(SAWAS) who reverted to Islam upon the
conclusion of the peace treaty of Hudaibiya on the 7" or g™ year after Hijra (migration). Prior to
accepting Islam, Waleed was one of the commanders of the army of disbelievers in the battles of Badr,
Ahzab, and Khandaq. He was the military commander who caused the severest afflictions to Muslims in
the battle of Uhud when he took a vantage point on the mountain. It was also during this battle
whereby the uncle of our beloved Prophet( PBUH&HF), Hamza, Sayadul Shuhada, achieved martyrdom.

Despite his infamous past, many people nonetheless praise and glorify this figure by portraying him as
“the sword of Islam.” However, before making any conclusions, we should consider and analyze the
viewpoints of the companions regarding this individual. To be clear, the opinion of Umar carried with it
significant weight since he was the second khalifah. Hence if someone defends the actions of Khalid bin
Waleed, they are concurrently disrespecting the opinions and objections of Umar bin Khattab.
InshaAllah we will thoroughly expand upon this issue in more detail.

First action of Umar’s leadership: dismissal of Khalid

Upon Umar’s ascendancy to the position of the Khalifah, his first decision was the removal of Khalid
from the governorship of Sham.
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When our master, Umar, became the Khalifah, the first decision he took was the expulsion of Khalid.
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Umar ordered the removal of Khalid’s turban and the return of half his wealth to the Beitul Maal(state
treasury).

When Umar removed Khalid as the governor and replaced him with Abu Ubaidah, he ordered Abu
Ubaidah to remove the turban of Khalid from his head if he refused to repent for his actions:
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In aletter to Abu Ubaidah, Umar stated that if Khalid accepted his errors, he would be able to remain
as the governor, but if he refused, his turban(governorship) would be promptly removed, and his
wealth would be divided in half. When Abu Ubaidah mentioned this to Khalid, Khalid replied, “Allow
me to consult my sister.” His sister was the wife of Harith bin Hisham. He consulted her, and she said,
“Umar does not love you, and he will surely remove you even if you accept your errors.” Khalid
replied, “l swear by Allah you have said the truth.” Hence, he did not accept his errors, and Abu
Ubaidah divided his wealth.
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Umar and the betrayal of Khalid to Baitul Maal (state treasury)
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He was informed that Khalid had granted ten thousand Dinars to Ash’ath bin Qais as a token of
friendship. He wrote a letter to Abu Ubaidah, ordering him to climb the pulpit and place Khalid in
front of him, removing his turban and restraining him with it. Umar believed that if the money given
to Qais was from his own wealth, it was excessive, and if it was from the treasury, then it was a
betrayal of trust.
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Childhood animosity

Ahl Sunna scholars narrate that Khalid and Umar, who were also cousins, were wrestling when Khalid
fractured the shin of Umar, causing animosity between the two:
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Mujalid bin Sa’eed narrates from Sha’bi who said: Because Umar and Khalid were cousins, they
frequently wrestled during their childhood. Khalid fractured the shin of Umar during one incident.
Even though the fracture healed, the enmity between the two remained permanent.
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Calling Khalid the “enemy of Allah” (‘AduAllah)

o,V @il e Wi pi Loduws ol wlid alll gac U yoe @) JWid LS wul e WL padg
Khalid, after killing Malik ibn Nuwayrah, visited Abu Bakr. Umar addressed him by stating, “Oh enemy
of Allah, you have killed a Muslim and then slept with his wife! | will stone you to death.”
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Tabari also writes in his Tarikh (History):
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Khalid entered the mosque, heedless to his surroundings, where he had a cassock on his shoulders
with sword cuts on it and wearing a turban pierced with arrows. Upon entering the mosque, Umar
stood up, removing the arrows from his turban and breaking them. He then addressed him, “Are you
showing off? You have killed a Muslim and slept with his wife! | swear by Allah! | shall stone you with
your own stone!”
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Umar labeling the sword of Khalid as “the sword of oppression”
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Umar said to Abu bakr: Surely there is oppression in the sword of Khalid, so if this (removal of Walid)
is not just, then it would be justified to limit him.
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Ibn ‘Asakir narrates it this way:
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Umar said: There exist evildoings in Khalid’ sword
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The narration of Tabari considers the sword of Khalid as a weapon of oppression and evil; however the
narration of Ibn ‘Asakir considers Khalid himself to be an oppressor and evildoer.

The complains of Umar for wearing silk
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Khalid bin Walid visited Umar in a silk dress. Umar stated, “Khalid, what is this dress you are

wearing?” Khalid replied, “What is wrong with it, oh prince of believers? Doesn’t Ibn ‘Awf wear silk?”

Umar said: “Are you like Ibn ‘Awf, and is your status like the status of Ibn ‘Awf?” He then ordered

those present to tear his shirt apart.
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Umar and the pompous display of Khalid
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When Khalid returned from Shaam, he placed some blood-stained arrows in his turban. When Umar
was in the mosque, he approached him, removed them (the arrows), and said, “Do you enter the
mosque of the Prophet while you carry with you arrows covered in blood? You have fought (in battle)
while believers before you also fought in battles.”
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The support of Abdul Rahman by Umar in opposing Khalid
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After what (Khalid) had done in Bani Jadhimah, AbdulRahman bin ‘Awf approached him in objection
and said, “Oh Khalid, you have acted the act of ignorance, and you have killed him to revenge your
uncle. May Allah kill!” Umar supported him in his argument.
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Ibn ‘Asakir also writes:
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Umar said to Khalid, “Woe unto you! You have treated Bani Jadhimah with ignorance (Jahilya). Hasn’t
Islam destroyed the ways of ignorance?”
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Request from Umar to Abu Bakr to dismiss Walid
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Abu Bakr sent Khalif to the tribe of Bani Sulaim when they suspected them of apostasy from Islam.
Khalid killed them and then burnt their bodies. Umar said to Abu Bakr, “You have sent a man who
tortures with the method of the divine punishment; dethrone him!”

.240 yo 16 g Ywinod Uyio 2wyl

This clearly means Walid is skilled at killing people and burning them.



