http://www.valiasr-aj.com/lib/book101/02.htm#6

Was 5:54 revealed for Abu Bakr?
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O you who believe! whoever from among you turns back from his religion, then Allah will bring a
people, He shall love them and they shall love Him, lowly before the believers, mighty against the
unbelievers, they shall strive hard in Allah's way and shall not fear the censure of any censurer;

this is Allah's Face, He gives it to whom He pleases, and Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing.
5:54

Explaining the question:

Ahl Sunna claim that this Holy Verse is revealed for Abu Bakr about his battles against those who
left Islam, what is your answer?

Answer:

1. In this Holy Verse, Allah (SWT) SWT has mentioned 3 of the personalities that this group
promised group will have, and it is clear that none of these personalities are found in Abu Bakr,
but in fact every one of these personalities are completely seen in Amirul Mu’menin, Imam Ali (as)
and it did not exist in any of the 3 Khalifs.

a) Mycu 3 (;.;;j;‘;;;.i%.;;;;;.é ¢ 554 (bring a people whom He loveth and who
love Him)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) gave this personality to Imam Ali (as) in the day of Khaybar. In the
very same battle that previously Abu Bakr and Umar were sent, but they were not successful and
preferred to flee. The next day the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) said He (s) will give the stand/flag to
the person whom Allah (SWT) and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) love him and he loves Allah (SWT) and
the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and that he will not flee or return as long as he hasn’t won over the
enemies.

All the companions present there, including Abu Bakr and Umar were hoping this honour would be
given to them, but only one person deserved this special title of “who loves Allah and His Apostle
and is loved by Allah and His Apostle” and others did not deserve such title. So the next day the
Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) gave the flag to the powerful hands of Haidar, Imam Ali (as)!
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Bukhari in his Sahih collection has narrated the story as:
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Volume 4, Book 52, Number 253:
Narrated Sahl:
On the day (of the battle) of Khaibar the Prophet said, "Tomorrow I will give the flag to somebody
who will be given victory (by Allah) and who loves Allah and His Apostle and is loved by Allah and
His Apostle." So, the people wondered all that night as to who would receive the flag and in the
morning everyone hoped that he would be that person. Allah's Apostle asked, "Where is 'Ali?" He
was told that 'Ali was suffering from eye-trouble, so he applied saliva to his eyes and invoked Allah
to cure him. He at once got cured as if he had no ailment. The Prophet gave him the flag. 'Ali said,
"Should I fight them till they become like us (i.e. Muslim)?" The Prophet said, "Go to them
patiently and calmly till you enter the land. Then, invite them to Islam, and inform them what is
enjoined upon them, for, by Allah, if Allah gives guidance to somebody through you, it is better for
you than possessing red camels."
And ofcourse this is not the only time that the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) mentions this beautiful
line for Imam Ali (as), in fact He (s) repeated this mean times in many different situations. One of
the occasions that this was mentioned by the Holy Prophet (s) was when He (s) sent Imam Ali (as)
to fight the disbelievers of Yaman, and before dividing the booty He (as) took a slave for Himself
and others such as Khalf bin Waleed could not bear such thing, so they, because of their jealousy,
thought if they complain to the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) about this, then the Holy Prophet
(PBUH&HF) would dislike Imam Ali (as) (as), but the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) by seeing the letter
of Khalid bin Waleed got very angry and said with anger:
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What do you say about a man who loves Allah (SWT) and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) and Allah (SWT)
and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) also love him?
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Sunan Altirmithiy (Sunnahs of(by) Altirmithy), part 3, page 123-124; part 5, page 302-303..

Such reply from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) caused them to be ashamed of their action and not
repeat such thing again.

And “isini; 3 e«—\é—* eﬁ-' ] gs-‘i-‘ Casu8” which is mentioned in the Holy Quran is what the Holy Prophet
(PBUH&HF) had used for Imam Ali (as), while all the companions, including Abu Bakr ad Umar
were present in the gathering and hoped this line would have been used for them.

Interestingly many scholars of Ahl Sunna have recorded Umar saying how much he wished to be
the person.
Muslim in his Sahih collection has written:
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Suhail reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him)
said on the Day of Khaibar: | shall certainly give this standard in the hand of one who loves Allah
and his Messenger and Allah will grant victory at his hand. Umar b. Khattab said: Never did |
cherish for leadership but on that day. | came before him with the hope that | may be called for
this, but Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) called 'Ali b. Abu Talib and he conferred (this
honour) upon him...
Sahih Muslim Book 031, Number 5917

Now by having this in mind, is it right to take this honour from the one who was granted it by the
Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), and instead give it to someone whom the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)
refused to give this honour to?

B) (iaall dal (humble toward believers)

We can see many occasions of Abu Bakr’s life where he never had this personality, but in fact he
had the opposite personality and he was “humble with disbelievers and stern towards the
belivers”. We shall only point to a few examples:

1.  Murdering Malik Bin Nuwayrah

One of the crimes which occurred during the time of Abu Bakr and in these days Ahl Sunna are
proud of, is the killing of Malik bin Nuwaryah by Khalid bin Waleed by the direct order of Abu Bakr.
Malik Bin Nuwayrah was a strong individual, poet and the leader of one of the groups of the Bani
Tamim clan. He was a companion of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and was a great help to the Holy
Prophet (s) and in occasions he was very well known for his help towards the orphans and widow
women, and by the authority he had from the Holy Prophet, he would distribute the gathered
Zakat amongst the needy people.

Khalid bin Waleed by the order of Abu Bakr moved towards the clan of Malik and when he reached
Batah, he ordered Darar bin Azwar ( 5 C» ) =) and some of his men to go to the clan of Malik
and bring them to him. when Abu Qatade reached the clan of Malik they attacked them. Later on
when he was asked about it, he said: we told them drop your weapons if you’re truthful about
being a Muslim, they accepted this offer, dropped their weapons and started to pray.

Tabari, the famous historian of Ahl Sunna has written about this:
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The History of Altabari, Altabari, part 2, page 503.

Amongst those who testified Malik bin Nuwayrah was a Muslim is Abu Qutaada, the brother of
Bani Sulme. He made an oath with Allah (SWT) that after this event, he will never participate in
any battles along side Khalid bin Waleed and he would say when we were near them, we moved
towards them the same night. They had weapons in hand and said we are Muslims, we also said
we are Muslims too. We said: so why do you have weapons in hand? They replied because of us
(because of fear we had of you) and they said: why do you have weapons in hand? We said: if it is
as you say (that you are Muslims) then drop your weapons; they dropped their weapons and we all
prayed.

And Ibn Hajjar ‘Asghalani writes:
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Abu Qutaada is amongst those who testified they recited Adhan and prayed, but Khalid took them
as captives in a cold night and he ordered someone to cry ('s23), warm up your prisoners. But
based on some translations means to kill. So they killed them and then Khalid married the wife of
Malik!
Alisaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 560-561

Almuttagqi Alhindi writes(sx» S):
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Kanz Al'ummaal (The Treasure of Workers), Almuttaqi Alhindi, part 5, page 619.

It has been narrated by Abi ‘Aoun and others that Khalid bin Waleed claimed that Malik has told
him something and he has turned apostate, but he had said: | am a follower of Islam, and | have
not changed it; and Abu Qutaada and AbduAllah bin Umar has also testified to this; But Khalid
brought him forward and ordered Daraar bin AI’Azwar to behead him. Khalid also took his (Mali’s)
wife. So Umar said to Abu Bakr: he has commited Zina! Stone him to death! Abu Bakr answered: |
will not stone him to death! He has practiced Iljtihad and made a wrong judgment. He (Umar) said:
then kill him as he has killed a Muslim. He (Abu Bakr) answered: | will not kill him, as he has
practiced ljtihad and has committed an error!

He (Umar) said: so take his authority (you have given him), He (Abu Bakr) replied, | will not take
away the sword that Allah (SWT) has given him.



And Bukhari writes in his Sahih collection:
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Volume 5, Book 59, Number 638:

There got up a man with sunken eyes, raised cheek bones, raised forehead, a thick beard, a shaven
head and a waist sheet that was tucked up and he said, "O Allah's Apostle! Be afraid of Allah." The
Prophet said, "Woe to you! Am I not of all the people of the earth the most entitled to fear Allah?"
Then that man went away. Khalid bin Al-Wahd said, "O Allah's Apostle! Shall I chop his neck off?"
The Prophet said, "No, for he may offer prayers."” Khalid said, "Numerous are those who offer
prayers and say by their tongues (i.e. mouths) what is not in their hearts." Allah's Apostle said, "1
have not been ordered (by Allah) to search the hearts of the people or cut open their bellies."

There is no doubt that Maalik Bin Nuwayrah had not left Islam, as he himself cried out he is a
Muslim and that he has not changed any of Allah (SWT)’s laws. Abu Qatade and AbuAllah bin
Umar had also testified he was a Muslim; but reality is that Maalik Bin Nuwayrah was not
murdered because of becoming apostate or not paying Zakat, rather the ill eyes of Khalid bin
Waleed had witnessed the beautiful wife of Maalik, and this caused him to decide to kill Maalik
and all the members of his clan.

Ibn Hhijr Alsghalani writes about this:
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Alisaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 561.

Khalid had seen the beauty of Maalik’s wife, so Maalik said to his wife, you have killed me,
meaning I will be killed because of you.

Also Abu Alfidaa’ and Ibn Khalkan ((S3a &) 5 <)l s)) have written in their History/Tarikh:
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Taareekh Abi Alfidaa’(History of Abi Alfidaa’), page 158;

Wafiyyaat Al’a’yaan 5/66 in a themed translation;

Ibn Shihhna, Taareekh Ibn Shihhna (History of Ibn Shihhna), page 114 from Haamish Alkaamil part
11 and in Fawaat Alwafiyyaat 2/627, according to

AbduAllah bin Umar and Abu Qatade Ansari were present there and were talking to Khalid about
Maalik, but Khalid did not accept their sayings, so Malik said: O Khalid! Send me to Abu Bakr so he
would judge between us, as you have sent others who has a crime greater than us to him. Khalid
replied: May Allah (SWT) not forgive me if | forgive you! Then he took him to Diraar bin Alazwar
(23 ¥) & ) »<) to behead him.

Also Ya’qobi writes in his history/tarikh:
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Taareekh Alya’qoobi (History of Alya’qoobi), part 2, page 110

Maalik Bin Nuwayrah came to him in order to talk, his wife also followed him. When Khalid saw
his wife he was amazed and said: By Allah (SWT)! I will not have what you posses unless I kill you!

And Khalid bin Waleed, disgracefully slept with Mali’s wife in the very same night. Yaqubi writes in
his history:
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Taareekh Alya’qoobi (History of Alya’qoobi), part 2, page 110

And Khalid married the wife of Maalik, Umm Tamim dugahter of Manhal, in the very same night.

But Abu Bakr, instead of punishing Khalid bin Waleed, supports him and accepts all of his actions
and says he was a Mujtahid and committed an error in his judgment!

Tabari has narrated the story in this manner:
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And Umar said to Abu Bakr: Khalid’s sword has shed much blood, if it was not out of justice, then it
is just to punish him, and do it profusely, but Abu Bakr doesn’t punish his workers nor his close
ones, so he told Umar: Oh Umar, The guy (Khalid) judged but erred, so stop talking (wrongly)
about Khalid.

History of Tabari, part 2, page 503; The complete in History, Ibn Al Atheer, part 2, pages 358-9;
Wafiyyat Al A’yaan, Ibn Khalkaan, part 6, page 15; History of Islam, Althahabi, part 3, pages 36-7;
Imtaa’ Al Asmaa’ (Entertainment of hearings), Al Mugqreezi, part 14, page 239; Kanz Al Ummaal,
Almuttaqi Alhindi, part 15 page 619... etc

The intresting point here is that there is a huge dispute between the first and second khalif. Umar
bin Khattab views Khalid as a sinner who commits zina and murder; while Abu Bakr recognizes him
as the sword of Allah (SWT) and a Mujtahid!
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The History of Altabari, part 2, page 504

When the news of his murder reached Umar, he spoke with Abu Bakr about it and said: the enemy
of Allah (SWT) has attacked a Muslim man and killed him, and then has slept with his wife!

Tabari has also written:
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The History of Altabari, part 2, page 503-504;

Alkaamil fi Altaareekh (The Complete in History), part 2, page 359

‘Imtaa’u Al'asmaa’ (Pleasing of Hearings), Almuqreezee, part 14, page 239-240

etc...

Khalid bin walid entered the mosque without attention, he was wearing a cloak which had the
marks of sword and there were arrows in it, so when he entered the mosque, Umar got up and
took the arrows out of his cloak and broke them, he then said: are you fooling us? You have killed
a Muslim man and have slept with his wife, by Allah (SWT) | will stone you with the stone which
you have created yourself.

But Abu Bakr reacts very calmly to this and with kindness approves what Khalid had done and he
relates his actions to Allah (SWT) and says:
I will never put away a sword which Allah (SWT) has brought out
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Alkaamil fi Altaareekh (The complete in History), Ibn Al’atheer, part 2, page 358-359

He said: Oh Umar! The guy (Khalid) judged and erred, so stop talking (wrongly) about Khalid, i
never return a sword that has been drawn against the unbelievers to its sheath.

Had Allah (SWT) allowed Abu Bakr to kill a Muslim in such manner only because he was
distributing the Zakat between his clan and use his head as fuel of fire and sleep with his wife
while her Ida was not yet over?

And couldn’t the same excuse of “error in judgment” be applied for Malik? If Khalid is to be
considered a Mujtahid, then Malik should also be considered as a Mujtahid. Was Khalid the only
one who could practice Ijtihad and Malik was not allowed to? What difference is there between
not giving Zakat to Abu Bakr and committing Zina? Is the crime of not giving Zakat to Abu Bakr
higher than killing innocent and commiting Zina?

Malik never said he will not pay Zakat and paying Zakat is not obligatory, rather he did not accept
the leadership of Abu Bakr and didn’t want to pay zakat to him and he continued to distribute the
Zakat just like he used to do during the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)

Ibn Hhijir AlAsghalani writes:
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Alisaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 560.
The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had made him responsible for collecting Zakat from his clan, when
the news of Allah (SWT)’s Messenger’s (PBUH&HF) death reached him, he kept the Zakat,
distributed it amongst his clan and left this (assignment).

Even if he had refused to pay Zakat, then by which authority was he killed? If anyone refused to
pay Zakat, should he and all the members of his clan be killed, and their women should be taken as
slaves?

Isn’t such behaviour in contradiction which the Islamic teachings? Had such murder took place
during the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)?

Worse case is that, just like Khalid and other companions, he has practiced ljtihad and was wrong
in his judgment, did he deserve to be murdered in such horrible way, and have his head used as the
fuel of fire?

Tabari writes:
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The History of Altabari, Altabari, part 2, page 503.
Malik Bin Nuwayrah was of those men with a lot of hair on his head, the soldiers used the (cut off)
heads as stands for their cooking pot, and fire reached the skin of all the heads, except the head of
Malik as the food in the pot was cooked before fire reached the skin of Malik (as he had a lot of
hair).

Abu Na’im Isfahani also writes:
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Alaghaani (The Songs), part 15, page 239
It has been narrated from Ibn Shahab that Malik Bin Nuwayrah was amongst those men who had
a lot of hair (on his head), and when Khaleed killed him, he ordered his head to be used as the
stand for the cooking pot, and the food in the pot got ready before fire reached his skin.

Can a person who kills the great Sahabi of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) in such horrible way only
because he was wrong in his Ijtihad (based on the belief of Ahl Sunna that all Companions are
Mujtahids) and takes Muslim women as slaves be considered among the ( G bl e ali) “lowly
with the Believers” (5:54) NauzubiAllah!

Is it possible that Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for the arrival of such group?

2) Burning of Faja’e (4x3)

One of the actions of the first Khalif which happened during the last years of his life, which he
highly regretted was killing the lyaas bin AbduAllah (& = (» (), known as “Faja’e”, who was
burnt alive.

It is true that it’s been written Faja’e, instead of fighting against the apostates became a thief, and
this itself has its own arguments; but he was not an apostate or a kaffir, and the fact that the Abu
Bakr feels guilty for what he has done shows what he did was wrong. Abu Bakr had a duty to
analyse his crimes and judge him based on the laws of Sharia, rather he chose to burn him alive
without questioning him.

So our question to Ahl Sunna is that is it possible to believe Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for
the arrival of such man who kills Muslims in such horrible ways?

Can such person be considered as ( EERAER éjéi) “lowly with the Believers” (5:54)?

3) Planning the assassination of Imam Ali (as)

Sam’ani ( ‘=), one of the great scholars of Ahl Sunna writes:
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Al’ansaab (The Relations), part 3, page 95, publisher: Daar Aljinaan, Beirut; and part 6, page 170,
publisher: Muhammad Ameen Damaj, Beirut, 1400 H.

It has been narrated from him (Ya’qoob Rawajni [ > 5, < $823] the teacher of Bukhari) the words of
Abu Bakr as he said “Khalid, do not do what you’ve been ordered to do”. | asked Umar bin Ibrahim
Hussaini in Kufa about the meaning of this. He replied “He had ordered Khalid to kill Ali (as), but he
regretted this so he ordered him (Khalid) not to do it.”

What is interesting is that Sam’ani after narrating the hadith remains silent, and this shows he
considered the hadith to be authentic, otherwise he would had narrated it and then refuted it.
Can someone who plans the assassination of Amirul Mu’menin Ali (as) in the house of God and
during prayer, be considered as ( e bl e 4-‘&\) “lowly with the Believers” (5:54)? NauzubiAllah
Is it possible that Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for the arrival of such man to the Holy
Prophet (PBUH&HF) and the Belivers?

4. The regrets during the last days of his life:

We would like to ask the brothers of Ahl Sunna, that if this Holy Verse was truly sent for Abu Bakr
and he himself was aware of this, then why did he regret his actions during his last days?

In other words, he was someone who loved Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), and
Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) loved him too, then why does he feel guilty during
the last days of his life?

During the last days of his life, Abu Bakr makes the following wishes:
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I have nothing against this world, except that | wish | hadn’t done three things which | did, and |
would had done three things which | did not do, and three things which | should had asked of Allah
(SWT)’s Messenger (PBUH&HF)
And as for those three things which | wish | had not done; | wish | hadn’t broke into the house of
Fatima (as), even if they had closed it on (intention of) war, and | wish | had not burnt Al Fajaa’a,

and that | had killed him easily, or that | had released him...
The History of Altabari, part 2, page 619;



Althahabi’s History of Islam, part 3, page 117;

Mujammaa Alzawaa’id (The Compilation of Provisions), part 5, page 202;
Almu’jam Alkabeer (The Great Theasaurus), part 1, page 62;

Kanz Al'ummaal (The Treasure of Workers), part 6, page 631, Hadith no. 14113;
Taareekh Dimashq (History of Damascus), part 30, page 419;

Lisaan Almeezaan (The Scale’s Tongue), part 4, page 189. etc...

These wishes of Abu Bakr during the last moments of his lifes are exactly what Allah (SWT)
mentions in the Holy Quran, Allah (SWT) says:

oy s 5 A8 T8 SR8 L e Jad T AT o saa ) &5 OB &l 2hasl 25019 s
110099/ o5l . O a5 ) & 5008 268

Until when death overtakes one of them, he says: Send me back, my Lord, send me back;

Haply I may do good in that which I have left. By no means! it is a (mere) word that he speaks; and

before them is a barrier until the day they are raised.
23:99-100

Surly Allah (SWT) gave a lot of opportunities to Abu Bakr and the likes of him so they could do
great things in this life, but they turned from good deeds and chose the wrong path, and when
they see the promise of Allah (SWT) is true, they then ask Allah (SWT) and wish they could go back
and not ;Io the wrong things they did and follow the right path, but Allah (SWT) says in return to
them (<13 5 4K ) 3€) “By no means! it is a (mere) word that he speaks” (23:100)

5. The Shaitan that always tricked him

One of the facts that Abu Bakr admitted to is the point which shows there is a Shaitan which is
always tricking him.

This is such a strong factor that there are no doubts in it and many books of Ahl Sunna have
narrated it. Amongst them, AbdulRazaq San’ani ( S\»i= 3 ) =) narrates from Abu Bakr:
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By Allah im not the best among you, and i was reluctant in (taking) my position(as calipha), i
wished that there was among you who can relief me (in taking my place), and you believe that i
am acting upon the sunnah(way) of the prophet(PBUH&HF) when im not up to it, the prophet
(PBUH&HF) decreed by revelation, and he had an angel with him, and i have a devil (closely)
following me, so if i get angry, avoid me, i wouldn’t trade away your poems nor feelings for me,
therefore support me, and if i straighten up, help me (with your support), and if i lean (go astray)
straighten me up.

Almunsif (The Justifier), Abdul Razzaaq Alsan’aani, part 11, page 336;

Altabaqaat Alkubraa (The Great Layers), Muhammad Bin Saad, part 3, page 212;

Taareekh Altabari (The History of Tabari), Altabari, part 2, page 460;

Albidaaya wa Alnihaaya (The Beginning and the End), Ibn Katheer, part 6, page 334;

Tafseer Abi Al Saud(Abi Al Saud’s Interpretation), Abi Al Saud, part 3, page 308;

Tafseer Alnasfi(Alnasfi’s Interpretation), Alnasfi, part 2, page 52;

Tamheed Al'awad’il wa Takhlees Aldalaa’il, Albaaqlaani, page 492;

Alkishaaf ‘an Haqa’iq Altanzeel wa ‘uyoon Al'aqaaweel, Alzamakhshari, part 2, the interpretation
of page 139;

Kanz Al'ummaal (Treasure of Workers), Aimuttaqi Alhindi, part 5, page 590;

Sharh Nahj Albalaagha (The Interpretation of ‘The Peak of Eloquence’), Ibn Abi Alhadeed, part 17,
page 156

etc...

Could a man who always has a shaitan following him be loved by Allah (SWT) and his Holy Prophet
(PBUH&HF)?
Would it be right to say Allah (SWT) gave us glad tidings for the arrival of such man?

C) Stern toward disbelievers ( (s 2V 3 5c)

History testifies that Abu Bakr was never “stern toward disbelievers”, as there are no reports in
history that Abu Bakr had ever defended the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), never mind fighting the
disbelievers, such as the disbelievers of Qurays or the Jews. In fact there has been very little
situations where Abu Bakr, alongside his two companions, Umar and thman, hadn’t flee from
battles. The battles of Khaibar, Uhud and Hunain are the best examples of this.

Ibn Abi Hadid writes in his Shahr Nahjul Balagha, Volume 13, page 293:
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Our teacher, Abu Ja’far, May Allah (SWT)’s blessings be upon him, said: the majority of historians
and writes have denied his (Abu Bakr’s) stand in the battle of Uhud, and the majority of them say
there was no one left with Allah (SWT)’s Messenger (PBUH&HF) except Ali (as), Talha, Zubair and
Abu Dajaanah. It has been narrated from Ibn Abbas that another man also remained (with the
Prophet [s]) and he is AbdulAllah bin Mas’ood. Others also include another man and he is Miqdad
bin A’mro. It has also been narrated from Yahia bin Salma bin Kuhail who said “I asked my father
how many reminded with the Prophet (s) on the day of Uhud, and he replied: 2 men, Ali (as) and
Abu Danjaanah.
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Ibn Abi Alhadeed, Sarh Nahj Albalaagha (The Interpretation of ‘The peak of Eloquence’), part 13,
page 293.

Al’eijee (>=Y') in AImawagqif (<& s<) writes:
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Almawaagqif, Al’eijee, part 3, page 634 ;
Alqaadi Aljurjaani, Sharh Aimawaagqif (Interpretation of Stances), part 8, page 369.

It has been narrated from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) that He (s) sent Abu Bakr (for the battle of
Khaibar), but he lost and returned, He (s) sent Umar and the same thing happened; so RasuAllah
was angered by this. When He (s) came out in the morning, He (s) was carrying the flag and he
said: I will give the flag to...

Also Ibn Abi alHadid narrates from his teacher, Abula’far Askafi:
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Sharh Nahj Albalaagha (Interpretation of The Peak of Eloquence), part 13:281, publisher: Daar
‘Ihyaa’ Alkutub Al’arabiyya — Beirut;
Aljaahith, Al'uthmaaniyya, page 330, publisher: Daar Alkutub Al’arabiy (Thr Foundation of the
Arabic Book) - Egypt

Abu Bakr never threw an arrow, neither did he take any sword out, nor did he shed any bloods.

Therefore when Ibn Taymmia realizes that none of the 3 Khalifs were successful in any battles, nor
did they kill any disbeliever during those battles, he tries to bring reasoning for this:
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Manaahij Alsunnah (The Sunnah Methods), part4, page 482.



Battles is at times by Dua (Prayer), just like it is at times by hand. The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)
said: isn’t it that your sustenance given to you, and your victory granted because of the (physically)
weak among you, with their supplications, prayers, and loyalty.

Maybe Abu Bakr had defeated the enemies by his Duas, and therefore we should attribute all the
victories of the battles such as Badr, Khaibar, Khandaq, Hunain and etc to him?! After all, it was
him who was sat somewhere away from the battle field and prayed for victory over the enemies!

Therefore Ibn Taymmia alters the meaning of “bravery” and says:
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Manaahij Alsunnah (The Sunnah Methods), part 8, page 79.

If the bravery of leaders is the bravery in their heart, then Abu Bakr was braver than Umar and
Umar was braver than Uthman, Ali (as), Talha and Zubayr, and he (Abu Bakr), was sat in the tent
with the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) in the battle of Badr!

In this cases bravery should have 2 parts:

The bravery which all Arabs understand to be bravery

The bravery which only Ibn Taymmia sees to be bravery, and that is the bravery in their hearts!
So our question to Ibn Taymmia is that if Abu Bakr was braver than everyone else (in heart) then
why did he flee from the battles of Khaybar, Uhud and Hunain? Can “bravery” and “fleeing” from
battles be put under the same category?



