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Was 5:54 revealed for Abu Bakr? 
 

 ٍَ ْٛ ُ ثمَِ ِٝ اللََّّ فَ ٠أَرْ ْٛ ََ ِٗ فَ ُْ ػَٓ ك٠ِِٕ ٕىُ ِِ ٓ ٠وَْرَلَّ  َِ ُٕٛاْ  َِ َٓ ءَا ا اٌَّن٠ِ ََ َٓ ٠أ٠ََُّٗ ١ِٕ ِِ إْ ُّ ٌْ َٝ ا ثَُُّٛٔٗ أمٌََِّخٍ ػٍَ َِ َٚ ٠ؼُ  َْ َُ ثُّٗ َِ ٠ؼُ

 ٍُ خَ لََئ َِ ْٛ ٌَ َْ افُٛ ََ َـ َٚ لََ ٠  ِ ًِ اللََّّ ج١ِ ٍَ  ِٝ َْ ف ِ٘لُٚ ا ََ َٓ ٠ظُ ٌْىَبفو٠ِِ َٝ ا حٍ ػٍَ ٓ ٠َشَبءُ   أػَِيَّ َِ  ِٗ ِ ٠إُْر١ِ ًُ اللََّّ َٚ   مَاٌِهَ فعَْ

غٌ ػ١ٍَُِ ٍِ ا َٚ  ُ  . 45/  ِانًبئذ .  اللََّّ
O you who believe! whoever from among you turns back from his religion, then Allah will bring a 
people, He shall love them and they shall love Him, lowly before the believers, mighty against the 
unbelievers, they shall strive hard in Allah's way and shall not fear the censure of any censurer; 
this is Allah's Face, He gives it to whom He pleases, and Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing.  
5:54 
 
 
Explaining the question: 
 
Ahl Sunna claim that this Holy Verse is revealed for Abu Bakr about his battles against those who 
left Islam, what is your answer? 
 

 

Answer: 
 

1. In this Holy Verse, Allah (SWT) SWT has mentioned 3 of the personalities that this group 
promised group will have, and it is clear that none of these personalities are found in Abu Bakr, 
but in fact every one of these personalities are completely seen in Amirul Mu’menin, Imam Ali (as) 
and it did not exist in any of the 3 Khalifs. 
 

 

a)  ُبُّونَه ِِ مْ وَ ٌحُ ُِ بهُّ ِِ  bring a people whom He loveth and who) بِقَوْمٍ ٌحُ
love Him) 
 

The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) gave this personality to Imam Ali (as) in the day of Khaybar. In the 
very same battle that previously Abu Bakr and Umar were sent, but they were not successful and 
preferred to flee. The next day the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) said He (s) will give the stand/flag to 
the person whom Allah (SWT) and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) love him and he loves Allah (SWT) and 
the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and that he will not flee or return as long as he hasn’t won over the 
enemies. 
 

All the companions present there, including Abu Bakr and Umar were hoping this honour would be 
given to them, but only one person deserved this special title of “who loves Allah and His Apostle 
and is loved by Allah and His Apostle” and others did not deserve such title. So the next day the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) gave the flag to the powerful hands of Haidar, Imam Ali (as)! 
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Bukhari in his Sahih collection has narrated the story as: 
 

ًٌ  أفَْجؤََِٟ ْٙ ٍَ  َٟ ُ  هَظِ ُْٕٗ  اللََّّ َٓ  ٠َؼِْٕٟ ػَ ؼْلٍ  اثْ ُّٟ  لبَيَ  لبَيَ  ٍَ ُ  صٍََّٝ إٌَّجِ ِٗ  اللََّّ َُ  ػ١ٍََْ ٍَّ ٍَ َٚ  ََ ْٛ َّٓ  ف١َْجوََ  ٠َ ا٠َخَ  لََػُْط١َِ  اٌوَّ

َ  ٠ؾُِتُّ  ٠َل٠َِْٗ  ػٍََٝ ٠فُْزَؼُ  هَعُلً  غَلًا ٌٍَُُٛٗ  اللََّّ هَ ٠ؾُِجُُّٗ  َٚ َٚ  ُ ٌٍُُُٛٗ  اللََّّ هَ ًُ  فجَبَدَ  َٚ ُْ  إٌَّب ُْ  ١ٌٍَْزََُٙ ا ٠ؼُْطَٝ أ٠َُُّٙ ْٚ ُْ  فَغَلَ  وٍُُُّٙ

َٓ  فمََبيَ  ٠وَْعُُٖٛ  ٟ   أ٠َْ ًَ  ػٍَِ ِٗ  ٠َشْزَىِٟ فم١َِ ِٗ  فِٟ فجَصََكَ  ػ١َْٕ١َْ كَػَب ػ١َْٕ١َْ ْْ  فجَوََأَ  ٌَُٗ  َٚ ُْ  وَأَ ٌَ  ْٓ عَغٌ  ثِِٗ  ٠َىُ  فمَبَيَ  فأَػَْطبَُٖ  َٚ

 ُْ ضٍَْٕبَ ٠َىُُٛٔٛا ؽَزَّٝ ألُبَرٍُُِٙ ْٔفنُْ  فمََبيَ  ِِ ٍِهَ  ػٍََٝ ا ٍْ ْٕيِيَ  ؽَزَّٝ هِ ُْ  رَ ِٙ بؽَزِ ََ َُّ  ثِ ُْ  صُ َِ  ئٌَِٝ اكْػُُٙ لَ ٍْ ُْ  الِْْ أفَْجوُِْ٘ ب َٚ َّ  ثِ

ُْ  غِتُ ٠َ  ِٙ ِ  ػ١ٍََْ اللََّّ َٛ ْْ  فَ َٞ  لَََ لِ ْٙ َ٠  ُ ْٓ  ٌَهَ  ف١َْوٌ  هَعُلً  ثِهَ  اللََّّ ِِ  ْْ َْ  أَ وُ  ٌَهَ  ٠َىُٛ ّْ ُِ  ؽُ  . إٌَّؼَ
 . 122 ، 121 ص ، 7 ج ، يسهى طسٛر ٔ 20 ص ، 4 ج ، انجخبس٘ طسٛر

Volume 4, Book 52, Number 253:  
Narrated Sahl:  
On the day (of the battle) of Khaibar the Prophet said, "Tomorrow I will give the flag to somebody 
who will be given victory (by Allah) and who loves Allah and His Apostle and is loved by Allah and 
His Apostle." So, the people wondered all that night as to who would receive the flag and in the 
morning everyone hoped that he would be that person. Allah's Apostle asked, "Where is 'Ali?" He 
was told that 'Ali was suffering from eye-trouble, so he applied saliva to his eyes and invoked Allah 
to cure him. He at once got cured as if he had no ailment. The Prophet gave him the flag. 'Ali said, 
"Should I fight them till they become like us (i.e. Muslim)?" The Prophet said, "Go to them 
patiently and calmly till you enter the land. Then, invite them to Islam, and inform them what is 
enjoined upon them, for, by Allah, if Allah gives guidance to somebody through you, it is better for 
you than possessing red camels."  
And ofcourse this is not the only time that the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) mentions this beautiful 
line for Imam Ali (as), in fact He (s) repeated this mean times in many different situations. One of 
the occasions that this was mentioned by the Holy Prophet (s) was when He (s) sent Imam Ali (as) 
to fight the disbelievers of Yaman, and before dividing the booty He (as) took a slave for Himself 
and others such as Khalf bin Waleed could not bear such thing, so they, because of their jealousy, 
thought if they complain to the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) about this, then the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH&HF) would dislike Imam Ali (as) (as), but the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) by seeing the letter 
of Khalid bin Waleed got very angry and said with anger: 

ب ًٍ  فِٝ روََٜ َِ َ  ٠ؾُِتُّ  هَعُ ٌَُٛٗ  اللََّّ ٍُ هَ ٠ؾُِجُُّٗ  َٚ َٚ  ُ ٌٍُُُٛٗ  اللََّّ هَ ؟ َٚ  

What do you say about a man who loves Allah (SWT) and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) and Allah (SWT) 
and the Prophet (PBUH&HF) also love him? 

 ... .ٔ  303 – 302، ص  5ج   ٔ 124 – 123، ص  3سٍُ انتشيز٘ ، ج  
Sunan Altirmithiy (Sunnahs of(by) Altirmithy), part 3, page 123-124; part 5, page 302-303..  
 

Such reply from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) caused them to be ashamed of their action and not 
repeat such thing again. 
 

And “ ٌُُحِبُّونَه ہُمۡ وَ ٌُحِبُّ ُ بِقَوۡمٍٍ۬  أۡتِى ٱللَّه ٌَ  which is mentioned in the Holy Quran is what the Holy Prophet ”فَسَوۡفَ 
(PBUH&HF) had used for Imam Ali (as), while all the companions, including Abu Bakr ad Umar 
were present in the gathering and hoped this line would have been used for them. 
 

Interestingly many scholars of Ahl Sunna have recorded Umar saying how much he wished to be 
the person. 
Muslim in his Sahih collection has written: 

 



 ْٓ َّْ  ٘و٠َُْوَحَ  أثَِٟ ػَ ٍُٛيَ  أَ ِ  هَ ُ  صٍََّٝ اللََّّ ِٗ  اللََّّ َُ  ػ١ٍََْ ٍَّ ٍَ ََ  لبَيَ  َٚ ْٛ َّٓ  ف١َْجوََ  ٠َ ا٠َخَ  ٘نَِِٖ  لََػُْط١َِ َ  ٠ؾُِتُّ  هَعُلً  اٌوَّ  اللََّّ

 ٌٍَُُٗٛ هَ ُ  ٠فَْزَؼُ  َٚ ِٗ  ػٍََٝ اللََّّ وُ  لبَيَ  ٠َل٠َْ َّ ُٓ  ػُ ب قَطَّبةِ اٌْ  ثْ بهَحَ  أؽَْججَْذُ  َِ َِ ئِنٍ  ئلََِّ  الِْْ َِ ْٛ هْدُ  لبَيَ  ٠َ َٚ ب ََ ْْ  هَعَبءَ  ٌَٙبَ فزََ  أَ

ٍُٛيُ  فلََػَب لبَيَ  ٌَٙبَ أكُْػَٝ ِ  هَ ُ  صٍََّٝ اللََّّ ِٗ  اللََّّ َُ  ػ١ٍََْ ٍَّ ٍَ َٚ  َّٟ َٓ  ػٍَِ ئ٠َِّبَ٘ب فأَػَْطبَُٖ  غبٌَتٍِ  أثَِٟ ثْ  . 

 . 384، ص  2ٔ يسُذ ازًذ ، ج  121، ص  7طسٛر يسهى ، ج 
Suhail reported on the authority of Abu Huraira that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) 
said on the Day of Khaibar: I shall certainly give this standard in the hand of one who loves Allah 
and his Messenger and Allah will grant victory at his hand. Umar b. Khattab said: Never did I 
cherish for leadership but on that day. I came before him with the hope that I may be called for 
this, but Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) called 'Ali b. Abu Talib and he conferred (this 
honour) upon him... 
Sahih Muslim Book 031, Number 5917  
 

Now by having this in mind, is it right to take this honour from the one who was granted it by the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), and instead give it to someone whom the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) 
refused to give this honour to? 
 

B)  ٍٱلۡمُؤۡمِنٌِنَ  عَلىَ أذَِلهة  (humble toward believers) 

 

We can see many occasions of Abu Bakr’s life where he never had this personality, but in fact he 
had the opposite personality and he was “humble with disbelievers and stern towards the 
belivers”. We shall only point to a few examples: 
 

1. Murdering Malik Bin Nuwayrah 
 

One of the crimes which occurred during the time of Abu Bakr and in these days Ahl Sunna are 
proud of, is the killing of Malik bin Nuwaryah by Khalid bin Waleed by the direct order of Abu Bakr. 
Malik Bin Nuwayrah was a strong individual, poet and the leader of one of the groups of the Bani 
Tamim clan. He was a companion of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) and was a great help to the Holy 
Prophet (s) and in occasions he was very well known for his help towards the orphans and widow 
women, and by the authority he had from the Holy Prophet, he would distribute the gathered 
Zakat amongst the needy people. 
Khalid bin Waleed by the order of Abu Bakr moved towards the clan of Malik and when he reached 
Batah, he ordered Darar bin Azwar ( ضرار بن ازْوَر) and some of his men to go to the clan of Malik 
and bring them to him. when Abu Qatade reached the clan of Malik they attacked them. Later on 
when he was asked about it, he said: we told them drop your weapons if you’re truthful about 
being a Muslim, they accepted this offer, dropped their weapons and started to pray. 
Tabari, the famous historian of Ahl Sunna has written about this: 
 

ٚوبْ ِّٓ شٙل ٌّبٌه ثبلٍَلَ أثٛ لزبكح اٌؾبهس ثٓ هثؼٟ أفٛ ثٕٝ ٍٍّخ ٚلل وبْ ػب٘ل اللَّ أْ لَ ٠شٙل 

س أُٔٙ ٌّب غشٛا اٌمَٛ هاػُٛ٘ رؾذ ا١ًٌٍ فأفن اٌمَٛ اٌَلػ ِغ فبٌل ثٓ ا١ٌٌٛل ؽوثب أثلا ثؼل٘ب ٚوبْ ٠ؾل

لبي فمٍٕب ئٔب اٌٍَّّْٛ فمبٌٛا ٚٔؾٓ اٌٍَّّْٛ لٍٕب فّب ثبي اٌَلػ ِؼىُ لبٌٛا ٌٕب فّب ثبي اٌَلػ ِؼىُ لٍٕب 

 . ص١ٍٕب ٚصٍٛافبْ وٕزُ وّب رمٌْٛٛ فعؼٛا اٌَلػ لبي فٛظؼٛ٘ب صُ 



  503 ص ، 2 ج ، انطجش٘ ، انطجش٘ تبسٚخ
The History of Altabari, Altabari, part 2, page 503. 
 

Amongst those who testified Malik bin Nuwayrah was a Muslim is Abu Qutaada, the brother of 
Bani Sulme. He made an oath with Allah (SWT) that after this event, he will never participate in 
any battles along side Khalid bin Waleed and he would say when we were near them, we moved 
towards them the same night. They had weapons in hand and said we are Muslims, we also said 
we are Muslims too. We said: so why do you have weapons in hand? They replied because of us 
(because of fear we had of you) and they said: why do you have weapons in hand? We said: if it is 
as you say (that you are Muslims) then drop your weapons; they dropped their weapons and we all 
prayed. 
 

And Ibn Hajjar ‘Asghalani writes: 

لزبكح ِّٓ شٙل أُٙ أمٔٛا ٚألبِٛا اٌصلح ٚصٍٛا فؾجٌ ثُٙ فبٌل فٟ ١ٌٍخ ثبهكح صُ أِو ِٕبك٠ب  فىبْ أثٛ

 .فٕبكٜ أكفئٛا أٍبهوُ ٟٚ٘ فٟ ٌغخ وٕب٠خ ػٓ اٌمزً فمزٍُٛ٘ ٚريٚط فبٌل ثؼل مٌه اِوأح ِبٌه 
 . 561 – 560، ص  5الإطبثخ ، اثٍ زدش ، ج 

Abu Qutaada is amongst those who testified they recited Adhan and prayed, but Khalid took them 
as captives in a cold night and he ordered someone to cry (دفئٕا), warm up your prisoners. But 
based on some translations means to kill. So they killed them and then Khalid married the wife of 
Malik! 
Al’isaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 560-561 
 

Almuttaqi Alhindi writes( هندي متقً ): 
 

ػٓ أثٟ ػْٛ ٚغ١وٖ أْ فبٌل ثٓ ا١ٌٌٛل اكػٝ أْ ِبٌه ثٓ ٠ٛٔوح اهرل ثىلَ ثٍغٗ ػٕٗ ، فأٔىو ِبٌه مٌه ، 

فملِٗ فبٌل ٚأِو أٔب ػٍٝ الٍَلَ ِب غ١ود ٚلَ ثلٌذ ٚشٙل ٌٗ ثنٌه أثٛ لزبكح ٚػجل اللَّ ثٓ ػّو : ٚلبي 

ئٔٗ لل ىٔٝ فبهعّٗ ، : ظواه ثٓ الَىٚه الٍَلٞ فعوة ػٕمٗ ، ٚلجط فبٌل اِوأرٗ ، فمبي لَثٟ ثىو 

ِب وٕذ لَلزٍٗ رأٚي : فأٗ لل لزً ٍَِّب فبلزٍٗ لبي : ِب وٕذ لَهعّٗ رأٚي فأفطأ ، لبي : فمبي أثٛ ثىو 

 ( .اثٓ ٍؼل . )  ػ١ٍُٙ أثلا ِب وٕذ لَش١ُ ١ٍفب ٍٍٗ اللَّ: فبػيٌٗ ، لبي : فأفطأ ، لبي 
 . 619، ص  5كُض انعًبل ، انًتمٙ انُٓذ٘ ، ج 

Kanz Al’ummaal (The Treasure of Workers), Almuttaqi Alhindi, part 5, page 619. 
 

It has been narrated by Abi ‘Aoun and others that Khalid bin Waleed claimed that Malik has told 
him something and he has turned apostate, but he had said: I am a follower of Islam, and I have 
not changed it; and Abu Qutaada and AbduAllah bin Umar has also testified to this; But Khalid 
brought him forward and ordered Daraar bin Al’Azwar to behead him. Khalid also took his (Mali’s) 
wife. So Umar said to Abu Bakr: he has commited Zina! Stone him to death! Abu Bakr answered: I 
will not stone him to death! He has practiced Ijtihad and made a wrong judgment. He (Umar) said: 
then kill him as he has killed a Muslim. He (Abu Bakr) answered: I will not kill him, as he has 
practiced Ijtihad and has committed an error! 
He (Umar) said: so take his authority (you have given him), He (Abu Bakr) replied, I will not take 
away the sword that Allah (SWT) has given him. 
 



And Bukhari writes in his Sahih collection: 
 

 َّّ شَ ُِ  ًِ
أْ ؾٍُْٛقُ اٌوَّ َِ ٌْغَجَْٙخِ وَشُّ اٌٍِّؾ١َْخِ  ِٓ ٔبَشِيُ ا عَْٕز١َْ َٛ ٌْ شْوِفُ ا ُِ  ِٓ ٌْؼ١َْٕ١َْ ًٌ غَبئوُِ ا ََ هَعُ ىَاهِ فمَبَيَ ٠بَ فمَبَ وُ الِْْ

ذُ أؽََكَّ  َْ ٌَ َٚ ٠ٍَْهَ أَ َٚ َ لبَيَ  ِ ارَّكِ اللََّّ ٍُٛيَ اللََّّ ١ٌِلِ ٠بَ هَ َٛ ٌْ ُٓ ا ًُ لَبيَ فَبٌِلُ ثْ عُ ٌَّٝ اٌوَّ َٚ  َُّ َ لبَيَ صُ َٟ اللََّّ ْْ ٠زََّمِ ًِ الَْهَْضِ أَ ْ٘ أَ

ًٍّ ٠مَُٛيُ  صَ ُِ  ْٓ ِِ  ُْ وَ َٚ َْ ٠صٍَُِّٟ فمَبَيَ فَبٌِلٌ  ْْ ٠َىُٛ ُ أَ ِ ألَََ أظَْوِةُ ػُٕمَُُٗ لبَيَ لََ ٌَؼٍََّٗ ٍُٛيَ اللََّّ ٌَ فِٟ  هَ ب ١ٌَْ َِ  ِٗ بِٔ ََ ثٍِِ

لََ  َٚ  ًِ ْٓ لٍُُٛةِ إٌَّب ْٔمتَُ ػَ ْْ أَ وْ أَ َِ ُْ أُٚ َُ ئِِّٟٔ ٌَ ٍَّ ٍَ َٚ  ِٗ ُ ػ١ٍََْ ِ صٍََّٝ اللََّّ ٍُٛيُ اللََّّ ِٗ لبَيَ هَ ٍْجِ ُْ لَ   أشَُكَّ ثطَُُُٛٔٙ
 111 – 110، ص  5طسٛر انجخبس٘ ، انجخبس٘ ، ج 

Volume 5, Book 59, Number 638:  
 

There got up a man with sunken eyes, raised cheek bones, raised forehead, a thick beard, a shaven 
head and a waist sheet that was tucked up and he said, "O Allah's Apostle! Be afraid of Allah." The 
Prophet said, "Woe to you! Am I not of all the people of the earth the most entitled to fear Allah?" 
Then that man went away. Khalid bin Al-Wahd said, "O Allah's Apostle! Shall I chop his neck off?" 
The Prophet said, "No, for he may offer prayers." Khalid said, "Numerous are those who offer 
prayers and say by their tongues (i.e. mouths) what is not in their hearts." Allah's Apostle said, "I 
have not been ordered (by Allah) to search the hearts of the people or cut open their bellies." 
 

There is no doubt that Maalik Bin Nuwayrah had not left Islam, as he himself cried out he is a 
Muslim and that he has not changed any of Allah (SWT)’s laws. Abu Qatade and AbuAllah bin 
Umar had also testified he was a Muslim; but reality is that Maalik Bin Nuwayrah was not 
murdered because of becoming apostate or not paying Zakat, rather the ill eyes of Khalid bin 
Waleed had witnessed the beautiful wife of Maalik, and this caused him to decide to kill Maalik 
and all the members of his clan. 
 

Ibn Hhijr Alsghalani writes about this: 
 

٠ؼٕٟ ٍألزً ِٓ لزٍز١ٕٟ : أْ فبٌلا هأٜ اِوأح ِبٌه ٚوبٔذ فبئمخ فٟ اٌغّبي ، فمبي ِبٌه ثؼل مٌه لَِوأرٗ 

 .أعٍه 
 . 561، ص  5الإطبثخ ، اثٍ زدش ، ج 

Al’isaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 561. 
Khalid had seen the beauty of Maalik’s wife, so Maalik said to his wife, you have killed me, 
meaning I will be killed because of you. 
 

Also Abu Alfidaa’ and Ibn Khalkan (ابو الفداء و ابن خلکان) have written in their History/Tarikh: 
 

٠ب : فمبي ِبٌه . ٚوبْ ػجل اللَّ ثٓ ػّو ٚأثٛ لزبكح الَٔصبهٞ ؽبظو٠ٓ فىٍّب فبٌلا فٟ أِوٖ فىوٖ ولِّٙب 

. ِٓ عوِٕب اثؼضٕب ئٌٝ أثٟ ثىو ف١ىْٛ ٘ٛ اٌنٞ ٠ؾىُ ف١ٕب فأه ثؼضذ ئ١ٌٗ غ١ؤب ِّٓ عوِٗ أوجو : فبٌل 

 .ٚرملَ ئٌٝ ظواه ثٓ الَىٚه ثعوة ػٕمٗ . لَ ألبٌٕٟ اللَّ ئْ ألٍزه : فمبي فبٌل 

ثً اللَّ لزٍه : فمبي فبٌل . ٚوبٔذ فٟ غب٠خ اٌغّبي . ٘نٖ اٌزٟ لزٍزٕٟ : فبٌزفذ ِبٌه ئٌٝ ىٚعزٗ ٚلبي ٌقبٌل 

 .اظوة ػٕمٗ ، فعوة ػٕمٗ ٠ب ظواه: فمبي فبٌل . أٔب ػٍٝ الٍَلَ : فمبي ِبٌه . ثوعٛػه ػٓ الٍَلَ 
يٍ ْبيش انكبيم ج  114ثتشخًخ ٔثًٛخ ٔلذ ركش رنك اثٍ شسُخ فٙ تبسٚخّ ص  66/  5، ٔفٛبد الاعٛبٌ 158تبسٚخ أثٙ انفذاء ص 

 . ، عٍ سدح اثٍ ٔثًٛخ ٔسدح انٕالذ٘  627/  2ٔفٙ فٕاد انٕفٛبد  11



 
Taareekh Abi Alfidaa’(History of Abi Alfidaa’), page 158; 
Wafiyyaat Al’a’yaan 5/66 in a themed translation; 
Ibn Shihhna, Taareekh Ibn Shihhna (History of Ibn Shihhna), page 114 from Haamish Alkaamil part 
11 and in Fawaat Alwafiyyaat 2/627, according to  
 

AbduAllah bin Umar and Abu Qatade Ansari were present there and were talking to Khalid about 
Maalik, but Khalid did not accept their sayings, so Malik said: O Khalid! Send me to Abu Bakr so he 
would judge between us, as you have sent others who has a crime greater than us to him. Khalid 
replied: May Allah (SWT) not forgive me if I forgive you! Then he took him to Diraar bin Alazwar 
 .to behead him (ضشاس ثٍ الاصٔس)
 

Also Ya’qobi writes in his history/tarikh: 
 

 . ألزٍه ؽزٝ ِضبثزه فٟ ِب ٍٔذ ِب ٚاللَّ:  فمبي أػغجزٗ هآ٘ب فٍّب اِوأرٗ ٚارجؼزٗ ٠ٕبظوٖ ٠ٛٔوح ثٓ ِبٌه فأربٖ
 .110، ص 2تبسٚخ انٛعمٕثٙ ، ج

Taareekh Alya’qoobi (History of Alya’qoobi), part 2, page 110 
 

Maalik Bin Nuwayrah came to him in order to talk, his wife also followed him. When Khalid saw 
his wife he was amazed and said: By Allah (SWT)! I will not have what you posses unless I kill you! 
 

And Khalid bin Waleed, disgracefully slept with Mali’s wife in the very same night. Yaqubi writes in 
his history: 
 

 . ٚريٚط فبٌل ثبِوأح ِبٌه ، أَ ر١ُّ ثٕذ إٌّٙبي ، فٟ رٍه ا١ٌٍٍخ
 . 110، ص  2تبسٚخ انٛعمٕثٙ ، ج

Taareekh Alya’qoobi (History of Alya’qoobi), part 2, page 110 
 

  And Khalid married the wife of Maalik, Umm Tamim dugahter of Manhal, in the very same night. 
 

But Abu Bakr, instead of punishing Khalid bin Waleed, supports him and accepts all of his actions 
and says he was a Mujtahid and committed an error in his judgment! 
 

Tabari has narrated the story in this manner: 
 

ٚلبي ػّو لَثٟ ثىو ئْ فٟ ١ٍف فبٌل ه٘مب فاْ ٌُ ٠ىٓ ٘نا ؽمب ؽك ػ١ٍٗ أْ رم١لٖ ٚأوضو ػ١ٍٗ فٟ مٌه 

 .ٚوبْ أثٛ ثىو لَ ٠م١ل ِٓ ػّبٌٗ ٚلَ ٚىػزٗ فمبي ١٘ٗ ٠ب ػّو رأٚي فأفطأ فبهفغ ٌَبٔه ػٓ فبٌل 
ٔ ٔفٛبد الأعٛبٌ ٔأَجبء أثُبء انضيبٌ ،  359 – 358، ص  2ٔ انكبيم فٙ انتبسٚخ ، اثٍ الأثٛش ، ج  503، ص  2تبسٚخ انطجش٘ ، ج 

ٔ  239، ص  14ٔ إيتبع الأسًبع ، انًمشٚض٘ ، ج  37 – 36، ص  3ٔ تبسٚخ الإسلاو ، انزْجٙ ، ج  15، ص  6اثٍ خهكبٌ ، ج 

 ... .ٔ  619، ص  5كُض انعًبل ، انًتمٙ انُٓذ٘ ، ج 

 



And Umar said to Abu Bakr: Khalid’s sword has shed much blood, if it was not out of justice, then it 
is just to punish him, and do it profusely, but Abu Bakr doesn’t punish his workers nor his close 
ones, so he told Umar: Oh Umar, The guy (Khalid) judged but erred, so stop talking (wrongly) 
about Khalid. 
History of Tabari, part 2, page 503; The complete in History, Ibn Al Atheer, part 2, pages 358-9; 
Wafiyyat Al A’yaan, Ibn Khalkaan, part 6, page 15; History of Islam, Althahabi, part 3, pages 36-7; 
Imtaa’ Al Asmaa’ (Entertainment  of hearings), Al Muqreezi, part 14, page 239; Kanz Al Ummaal, 
Almuttaqi Alhindi, part 15 page 619... etc 
 

The intresting point here is that there is a huge dispute between the first and second khalif. Umar 
bin Khattab views Khalid as a sinner who commits zina and murder; while Abu Bakr recognizes him 
as the sword of Allah (SWT) and a Mujtahid! 
 

فٍّب ثٍغ لزٍُٙ ػّو ثٓ اٌقطبة رىٍُ ف١ٗ ػٕل أثٟ ثىو فأوضو ٚلبي ػلٚ اللَّ ػلا ػٍٝ اِوب ٍَُِ فمزٍٗ صُ 

 .ػٍٝ اِوأرٗ  ىٔب
 504، ص  2تبسٚخ انطجش٘ ، ج 

The History of Altabari, part 2, page 504 
When the news of his murder reached Umar, he spoke with Abu Bakr about it and said: the enemy 
of Allah (SWT) has attacked a Muslim man and killed him, and then has slept with his wife! 
 

Tabari has also written: 
 

ٚألجً فبٌل ثٓ ا١ٌٌٛل لبفل ؽزٝ كفً اٌَّغل ٚػ١ٍٗ لجبء ٌٗ ػ١ٍٗ صلأ اٌؾل٠ل ِؼزغوا ثؼّبِخ ٌٗ لل غوى 

فٟ ػّبِزٗ أٍّٙب فٍّب أْ كفً اٌَّغل لبَ ئ١ٌٗ ػّو فبٔزيع الٍَُٙ ِٓ هأٍٗ فؾطّٙب صُ لبي أهئبء لزٍذ 

 .ػٍٝ اِوأرٗ ٚاللَّ لَهعّٕه ثأؽغبهن  ىٔٛداِوءا ٍَِّب صُ 

ٔ إيتبع الأسًبع ، انًمشٚض٘ ،  359، ص  2ٔ انكبيم فٙ انتبسٚخ ، ج  504 – 503، ص  2تبسٚخ انطجش٘ ، ج 

 ... .ٔ  240 – 239، ص  14ج 

The History of Altabari, part 2, page 503-504; 
Alkaamil fi Altaareekh (The Complete in History), part 2, page 359 
‘Imtaa’u Al’asmaa’ (Pleasing of Hearings), Almuqreezee, part 14, page 239-240 
etc...  
 

Khalid bin walid entered the mosque without attention, he was wearing a cloak which had the 
marks of sword and there were arrows in it, so when he entered the mosque, Umar got up and 
took the arrows out of his cloak and broke them, he then said: are you fooling us? You have killed 
a Muslim man and have slept with his wife, by Allah (SWT) I will stone you with the stone which 
you have created yourself. 
 

But Abu Bakr reacts very calmly to this and with kindness approves what Khalid had done and he 
relates his actions to Allah (SWT) and says: 
I will never put away a sword which Allah (SWT) has brought out 

 .فو٠ٓ لَ أش١ُ ١ٍفب ٍٍٗ اللَّ ػٍٝ اٌىبرأٚي فأفطأ فبهفغ ٌَبٔه ػٓ فبٌل فأٟ ! ٠ب ػّو [ ١٘ٗ : ] فمبي 
 . 359 – 358، ص  2انكبيم فٙ انتبسٚخ ، اثٍ الأثٛش ، ج 



 

Alkaamil fi Altaareekh (The complete in History), Ibn Al’atheer, part 2, page 358-359 
 

He said: Oh Umar! The guy (Khalid) judged and erred, so stop talking (wrongly) about Khalid, i 
never return a sword that has been drawn against the unbelievers to its sheath. 
 

Had Allah (SWT) allowed Abu Bakr to kill a Muslim in such manner only because he was 
distributing the Zakat between his clan and use his head as fuel of fire and sleep with his wife 
while her Ida was not yet over? 
 

And couldn’t the same excuse of “error in judgment” be applied for Malik? If Khalid is to be 
considered a Mujtahid, then Malik should also be considered as a Mujtahid. Was Khalid the only 
one who could practice Ijtihad and Malik was not allowed to? What difference is there between 
not giving Zakat to Abu Bakr and committing Zina? Is the crime of not giving Zakat to Abu Bakr 
higher than killing innocent and commiting Zina? 
 

Malik never said he will not pay Zakat and paying Zakat is not obligatory, rather he did not accept 
the leadership of Abu Bakr and didn’t want to pay zakat to him and he continued to distribute the 
Zakat just like he used to do during the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) 
 

Ibn Hhijir AlAsghalani writes: 
 

إٌجٟ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ اٍزؼٍّٗ ػٍٝ صللبد لِٛٗ فٍّب ثٍغزٗ ٚفبح إٌجٟ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ ٚوبْ 

 .أَِه اٌصللخ ٚفولٙب فٟ لِٛٗ ٚلبي فٟ مٌه 
 . 560، ص  5الإطبثخ ، اثٍ زدش ، ج 

Al’isaaba, Ibn Hhijr, part 5, page 560. 
The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) had made him responsible for collecting Zakat from his clan, when 
the news of Allah (SWT)’s Messenger’s (PBUH&HF) death reached him, he kept the Zakat, 
distributed it amongst his clan and left this (assignment). 
 

Even if he had refused to pay Zakat, then by which authority was he killed? If anyone refused to 
pay Zakat, should he and all the members of his clan be killed, and their women should be taken as 
slaves? 
Isn’t such behaviour in contradiction which the Islamic teachings? Had such murder took place 
during the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF)? 
 

Worse case is that, just like Khalid and other companions, he has practiced Ijtihad and was wrong 
in his judgment, did he deserve to be murdered in such horrible way, and have his head used as the 
fuel of fire? 
 

Tabari writes: 
 



ٌه ثٓ ٠ٛٔوح ِٓ أوضو إٌبً شؼوا ٚاْ أً٘ اٌؼَىو أصفٛا ثوؤٍُٚٙ اٌملٚه فّب ُِٕٙ هأً ئلَ وبْ ِب

 ٚصٍذ إٌبه ئٌٝ ثشورٗ ِب فل ِبٌىب فبْ اٌمله ٔعغذ ِٚب ٔعظ هأٍٗ ِٓ وضوح شؼوٖ 
 . 503، ص  2تبسٚخ انطجش٘ ، انطجش٘ ، ج 

The History of Altabari, Altabari, part 2 , page 503. 
Malik Bin Nuwayrah was of those men with a lot of hair on his head, the soldiers used the (cut off) 
heads as stands for their cooking pot, and fire reached the skin of all the heads, except the head of 
Malik as the food in the pot was cooked before fire reached the skin of Malik (as he had a lot of 
hair). 
 

Abu Na’im Isfahani also writes: 
 

أْ ِبٌه ثٓ ٠ٛٔوح وبْ ِٓ أوضو إٌبً شؼوا ، ٚأْ فبٌل ٌّب لزٍٗ أِو ثوأٍٗ فغؼً أصف١خ : ػٓ اثٓ شٙبة 

 .٠مله فٕعظ ف١ٙب لجً أْ رجٍغ إٌبه ئٌٝ شٛارٗ 
 . 239، ص  15الأغبَٙ ، ج 

Al’aghaani (The Songs), part 15, page 239 
It has been narrated from Ibn Shahab that Malik Bin Nuwayrah was amongst those men who had 
a lot of hair (on his head), and when Khaleed killed him, he ordered his head to be used as the 
stand for the cooking pot, and the food in the pot got ready before fire reached his skin. 
 

Can a person who kills the great Sahabi of the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) in such horrible way only 
because he was wrong in his Ijtihad (based on the belief of Ahl Sunna that all Companions are 
Mujtahids) and takes Muslim women as slaves be considered among the ( َأَذِلهةٍ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنٌِن) “lowly 
with the Believers” (5:54) NauzubiAllah! 
Is it possible that Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for the arrival of such group? 
 

2) Burning of Faja’e (فجائه) 
 

One of the actions of the first Khalif which happened during the last years of his life, which he 
highly regretted was killing the Iyaas bin AbduAllah (اٌاس بن عبد الله), known as “Faja’e”, who was 
burnt alive. 
It is true that it’s been written Faja’e, instead of fighting against the apostates became a thief, and 
this itself has its own arguments; but he was not an apostate or a kaffir, and the fact that the Abu 
Bakr feels guilty for what he has done shows what he did was wrong. Abu Bakr had a duty to 
analyse his crimes and judge him based on the laws of Sharia, rather he chose to burn him alive 
without questioning him. 
So our question to Ahl Sunna is that is it possible to believe Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for 
the arrival of such man who kills Muslims in such horrible ways? 
Can such person be considered as ( َأذَِلهةٍ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنٌِن) “lowly with the Believers” (5:54)? 
 

3) Planning the assassination of Imam Ali (as) 
 

Sam’ani ( ًسمعان), one of the great scholars of Ahl Sunna writes: 
 



لَ ٠فؼً فبٌل ِب »: أّٔٗ لبي : ؽل٠ش أثٟ ثىو هظٟ اّللَّ ػٕٗ ( ٠ؼمٛة اٌوٚاعٕٟ ش١ـ اٌجقبهٞ)ٚهٜٚ ػٕٗ 

وبْ أِو فبٌل ثٓ : ٍأٌذ اٌشو٠ف ػّو اثٓ ئثوا١ُ٘ اٌؾ١َٕٟ ثبٌىٛفخ ػٓ ِؼٕٝ ٘نا الَصو فمبي . «أِو ثٗ

 .ا١ٌٌٛل أْ ٠مزً ػ١ٍبًّ ، صُ ٔلَ ثؼل مٌه ، فٕٙٝ ػٓ مٌه
 .ْـ  1400، َشش يسًذ أيٍٛ ديح ، ثٛشٔد ، 170، ج  6داس اندُبٌ ، ثٛشٔد ٔ ج  ، ط 95، ص 3الأَسبة ، ج

 
Al’ansaab (The Relations), part 3, page 95, publisher: Daar Aljinaan, Beirut; and part 6, page 170, 
publisher: Muhammad Ameen Damaj, Beirut, 1400 H. 
 
It has been narrated from him (Ya’qoob Rawajni *ُٙٚعمٕة سٔاخ] the teacher of Bukhari) the words of 
Abu Bakr as he said “Khalid, do not do what you’ve been ordered to do”. I asked Umar bin Ibrahim 
Hussaini in Kufa about the meaning of this. He replied “He had ordered Khalid to kill Ali (as), but he 
regretted this so he ordered him (Khalid) not to do it.” 
 

What is interesting is that Sam’ani after narrating the hadith remains silent, and this shows he 
considered the hadith to be authentic, otherwise he would had narrated it and then refuted it. 
Can someone who plans the assassination of Amirul Mu’menin Ali (as) in the house of God and 
during prayer, be considered as ( َأذَِلهةٍ عَلىَ الْمُؤْمِنٌِن) “lowly with the Believers” (5:54)? NauzubiAllah 
Is it possible that Allah (SWT) would give glad tidings for the arrival of such man to the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH&HF) and the Belivers? 
 

4. The regrets during the last days of his life: 
 

We would like to ask the brothers of Ahl Sunna, that if this Holy Verse was truly sent for Abu Bakr 
and he himself was aware of this, then why did he regret his actions during his last days? 
In other words, he was someone who loved Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), and 
Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) loved him too, then why does he feel guilty during 
the last days of his life? 
 

During the last days of his life, Abu Bakr makes the following wishes: 
 

ئٟٔ لَ آٍٝ ػٍٝ شٟء ِٓ اٌل١ٔب ئلَ ػٍٝ صلس فؼٍزٙٓ ٚككد أٟٔ رووزٙٓ ، ٚصلس رووزٙٓ ٚككد أٟٔ 

 .فؼٍزٙٓ ٚصلس ٚككد أٟٔ ٍأٌذ ػٕٙٓ هٍٛي اللَّ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ

ب اٌضلس اٌلرٟ ٚككد أٟٔ رووزٙٓ، فٛككد أٟٔ ٌُ أوشف ث١ذ فبغّخ ػٓ شٟء ٚئْ وبٔٛا لل غٍمٖٛ فأِ

 ... .ػٍٝ اٌؾوة، ٚٚككد أٟٔ ٌُ أوٓ ؽولذ اٌفغبءح اٌٍَّٟ ٚأٟٔ وٕذ لزٍزٗ ٍو٠ؾبً أٚ ف١ٍّزٗ ٔغ١ؾبً 
، 1، انًعدى انكجٛش، ج 202، ص 5، يدًع انضٔائذ، ج 117، ص 3، تبسٚخ الإسلاو نهزْجٙ، ج 619، ص 2تبسٚخ انطجش٘، ج

 ... .ٔ 189، ص 4  ، نسبٌ انًٛضاٌ، ج419، ص 30، تبسٚخ ديشك، ج 14113، ذ 631، ص 2  ، كُض انعًبل، ج26  ص
 
I have nothing against this world, except that I wish I hadn’t done three things which I did, and I 
would had done three things which I did not do, and three things which I should had asked of Allah 
(SWT)’s Messenger (PBUH&HF) 
And as for those three things which I wish I had not done; I wish I hadn’t broke into the house of 
Fatima (as), even if they had closed it on (intention of) war, and I wish I had not burnt Al Fajaa’a, 
and that I had killed him easily, or that I had released him... 
The History of Altabari, part 2, page 619; 



Althahabi’s History of Islam, part 3, page 117; 
Mujammaa Alzawaa’id (The Compilation of Provisions), part 5, page 202; 
Almu’jam Alkabeer (The Great Theasaurus), part 1, page 62; 
Kanz Al’ummaal (The Treasure of Workers), part 6, page 631, Hadith no. 14113; 
Taareekh Dimashq (History of Damascus), part 30, page 419; 
Lisaan Almeezaan (The Scale’s Tongue), part 4, page 189. etc... 
 

These wishes of Abu Bakr during the last moments of his lifes are exactly what Allah (SWT) 
mentions in the Holy Quran, Allah (SWT) says: 
 

 ِْ دُ لبَيَ هَةِّ اهْعِؼُٛ ْٛ َّ ٌْ ُُ ا ًُ صَبٌِؾًب ف١ِ. ؽَزَّٝ ئمَِا عَبءَ أؽََلَُ٘ َّ ْٓ ٌَؼٍَِّٟ أػَْ ِِ َٚ َٛ لبَئٍُِٙبَ  خٌ ُ٘ َّ بَ وٍَِ ب روََوْذُ وَلَّ ئَِّٔٙ َّ
 َْ َِ ٠جُْؼَضُٛ ْٛ ُْ ثَوْىَؿٌ ئٌَِٝ ٠َ ِٙ هَائِ  . 011_  99/ اٌّإِْٕٛ  .َٚ

Until when death overtakes one of them, he says: Send me back, my Lord, send me back;  
Haply I may do good in that which I have left. By no means! it is a (mere) word that he speaks; and 
before them is a barrier until the day they are raised.  
23:99-100 
 

Surly Allah (SWT) gave a lot of opportunities to Abu Bakr and the likes of him so they could do 
great things in this life, but they turned from good deeds and chose the wrong path, and when 
they see the promise of Allah (SWT) is true, they then ask Allah (SWT) and wish they could go back 
and not do the wrong things they did and follow the right path, but Allah (SWT) says in return to 
them (هَا كَلمَِةٌ هُوَ قَائِلهَُا  By no means! it is a (mere) word that he speaks” (23:100)“ (كَلَّه إنِه
 

5. The Shaitan that always tricked him 
 

One of the facts that Abu Bakr admitted to is the point which shows there is a Shaitan which is 
always tricking him. 
 

This is such a strong factor that there are no doubts in it and many books of Ahl Sunna have 
narrated it. Amongst them, AbdulRazaq San’ani (ًعبد الرزاق صنعان) narrates from Abu Bakr: 
 

أِب ٚاللَّ ِب أٔب ثق١ووُ ، ٌٚمل وٕذ ٌّمبِٟ ٘نا وبه٘ب ، ٌٚٛككد ٌٛ أْ ف١ىُ ِٓ ٠ىف١ٕٟ ، فزظْٕٛ أٟٔ أػًّ 

ف١ىُ ٍٕخ هٍٛي اللَّ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ ئما لَ ألَٛ ٌٙب ، ئْ هٍٛي اللَّ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ وبْ ٠ؼصُ 

بعزٕجٟٛٔ ، لَ أٚصو فٟ أشؼبهوُ ٚلَ ، فاما غعجذ ف ٚئْ ٌٟ ش١طبٔب ٠ؼزو٠ٕٟثبٌٛؽٟ ، ٚوبْ ِؼٗ ٍِه ، 

 .ئْ ىغذ فمِٟٛٛٔ . فاْ اٍزمّذ فأػ١ٕٟٛٔ ، ! أثشبهوُ ، ألَ فواػٟٛٔ 
ٔ تبسٚخ انطجش٘ ،  212، ص  3ٔ انطجمبد انكجشٖ ، يسًذ ثٍ سعذ ، ج  336، ص  11انًظُف ، عجذ انشصاق انظُعبَٙ ، ج 

ٔ  308، ص  3ٔ تفسٛش أثٙ انسعٕد ، أثٙ انسعٕد ، ج  334، ص  6، ج ٔ انجذاٚخ ٔانُٓبٚخ ، اثٍ كثٛش  460، ص  2انطجش٘ ، ج 

ٔ انكشبف عٍ زمبئك انتُضٚم  492ٔ تًٓٛذ الأٔائم ٔتهخٛض انذلائم ، انجبللاَٙ ، ص  52، ص  2تفسٛش انُسفٙ ، انُسفٙ ، ج 

ٔ ششذ َٓح انجلاغخ ، اثٍ  590 ، ص 5ٔ كُض انعًبل ، انًتمٙ انُٓذ٘ ، ج  139، ششذ ص  2ٔعٌٕٛ الألبٔٚم ، انضيخشش٘ ، ج 

 ... .ٔ  156، ص  17أثٙ انسذٚذ ، ج 
 



By Allah im not the best among you, and i was reluctant in (taking) my position(as calipha), i 
wished that there was among you who can relief me (in taking my place), and you believe that i 
am acting upon the sunnah(way) of the prophet(PBUH&HF)  when im not up to it, the prophet 
(PBUH&HF) decreed by revelation, and he had an angel with him, and i have a devil (closely) 
following me, so if i get angry, avoid me, i wouldn’t  trade away your poems nor feelings for me, 
therefore support me, and if i straighten up, help me (with your support), and if i lean (go astray) 
straighten me up. 
 

Almunsif (The Justifier), Abdul Razzaaq Alsan’aani, part 11, page 336; 
Altabaqaat Alkubraa (The Great Layers), Muhammad Bin Saad, part 3, page 212; 
Taareekh Altabari (The History of Tabari), Altabari, part 2, page 460; 
Albidaaya wa Alnihaaya (The Beginning and the End), Ibn Katheer, part 6, page 334; 
Tafseer Abi Al Saud(Abi Al Saud’s Interpretation), Abi Al Saud, part 3, page 308; 
Tafseer Alnasfi(Alnasfi’s Interpretation), Alnasfi, part 2, page 52; 
Tamheed Al’awaa’il wa Takhlees Aldalaa’il, Albaaqlaani, page 492; 
Alkishaaf ‘an Haqa’iq Altanzeel wa ‘uyoon Al’aqaaweel, Alzamakhshari, part 2, the interpretation 
of page 139; 
Kanz Al’ummaal (Treasure of Workers), Almuttaqi Alhindi, part 5, page 590; 
Sharh Nahj Albalaagha (The Interpretation of ‘The Peak of Eloquence’), Ibn Abi Alhadeed, part 17, 
page 156  
etc... 
 

Could a man who always has a shaitan following him be loved by Allah (SWT) and his Holy Prophet 
(PBUH&HF)? 
Would it be right to say Allah (SWT) gave us glad tidings for the arrival of such man? 
 

C) Stern toward disbelievers ( َفِرٌِن ٰـ ةٍ عَلىَ ٱلۡكَ  (أعَِزه
 

History testifies that Abu Bakr was never “stern toward disbelievers”, as there are no reports in 
history that Abu Bakr had ever defended the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF), never mind fighting the 
disbelievers, such as the disbelievers of Qurays or the Jews. In fact there has been very little 
situations where Abu Bakr, alongside his two companions, Umar and thman, hadn’t flee from 
battles. The battles of Khaibar, Uhud and Hunain are the best examples of this. 
 

Ibn Abi Hadid writes in his Shahr Nahjul Balagha, Volume 13, page 293: 
 

 ٚعّٙٛهُ٘ ، ٠ٕىوٚٔٗ ا١ٌَو ٚأهثبة اٌّإهف١ٓ فأوضو أؽل ٠َٛ صجبرٗ اِب اللَّ هؽّٗ عؼفو أثٛ ش١قٕب لبي

 اثٓ ػٓ هٜٚ ٚلل ، كعبٔخ ٚأثٛ ، ٚاٌيث١و ٚغٍؾخ ػٍٝ الَ ٚآٌٗ ػ١ٍٗ اللَّ صٍٝ إٌجٟ ِغ ٠جك ٌُ أٗ ٠وٜٚ

 ، ػّوٚ ثٓ اٌّملاك ٚ٘ٛ ، ٍبكٍب أصجذ ِٓ ُِٕٚٙ ، َِؼٛك ثٓ اللَّ ػجل ٚ٘ٛ فبٌِ ٌُٚٙ لبي أٔٗ ػجبً

 فمبي أؽل ٠َٛ ٚآٌٗ ػ١ٍٗ اللَّ صٍٝ اللَّ هٍٛي ِغ صجذ وُ لَثٟ لٍذ لبي و١ًٙ ثٓ ٍٍّخ ثٓ ٠ؾ١ٝ ٚهٜٚ

كعبٔخ ٚأثٛ ػٍٝ لبي ّ٘ب ِٓ لٍذ ، اصٕبْ  . 

 



Our teacher, Abu Ja’far, May Allah (SWT)’s blessings be upon him, said: the majority of historians 
and writes have denied his (Abu Bakr’s) stand in the battle of Uhud, and the majority of them say 
there was no one left with Allah (SWT)’s Messenger (PBUH&HF) except Ali (as), Talha, Zubair and 
Abu Dajaanah. It has been narrated from Ibn Abbas that another man also remained (with the 
Prophet [s+) and he is AbdulAllah bin Mas’ood. Others also include another man and he is Miqdad 
bin A’mro. It has also been narrated from Yahia bin Salma bin Kuhail who said “I asked my father 
how many reminded with the Prophet (s) on the day of Uhud, and he replied: 2 men, Ali (as) and 
Abu Danjaanah. 
 

  293، ص 13اثٍ أثٙ انسذٚذ ششذ َٓح انجلاغّ ، ج
 

Ibn Abi Alhadeed, Sarh Nahj Albalaagha (The Interpretation of ‘The peak of Eloquence’), part 13, 
page 293. 
 

Al’eijee (ًالإٌج) in Almawaqif (المواقف) writes: 

اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ ثؼش أثب ثىو أٚلَ فوعغ ِٕٙيِب ٚثؼش ػّو فوعغ ونٌه فغعت إٌجٟ صٍٝ هٚٞ أٔٗ صٍٝ 

 .ئٌٝ آفوٖ . . ( لَػط١ٓ ) اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ ٌنٌه فٍّب أصجؼ فوط ئٌٝ إٌبً ِٚؼٗ ها٠خ فمبي 
 . 369، ص  8ٔ ششذ انًٕالف ، انمبضٗ اندشخبَٗ ، ج  634، ص  3انًٕالف ، الإٚدٙ ، ج 

Almawaaqif, Al’eijee, part 3, page 634 ;  
Alqaadi Aljurjaani, Sharh Almawaaqif (Interpretation of Stances), part 8, page 369. 
 
It has been narrated from the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) that He (s) sent Abu Bakr (for the battle of 
Khaibar), but he lost and returned, He (s) sent Umar and the same thing happened; so RasuAllah 
was angered by this. When He (s) came out in the morning, He (s) was carrying the flag and he 
said: I will give the flag to... 
 

Also Ibn Abi alHadid narrates from his teacher, AbuJa’far Askafi: 

ًّ ١ٍفبً ٚ لَ اهاق كِبً ٌُ ٠وَ اثٛثى  و ثَُٙ لػ ٚ لٍَ
 ط داس انكتت انعشثٙ يظش  330انعثًبَٛخ نهدبزظ ص –ط داس إزٛبء انكتت انعشثٛخ ثٛشٔد  13:281ششذ َٓح انجلاغّ ج 

Sharh Nahj Albalaagha (Interpretation of The Peak of Eloquence), part 13:281, publisher: Daar 
‘Ihyaa’ Alkutub Al’arabiyya – Beirut; 
Aljaahith, Al’uthmaaniyya, page 330, publisher: Daar Alkutub Al’arabiy (Thr Foundation of the 
Arabic Book) - Egypt  
 
Abu Bakr never threw an arrow, neither did he take any sword out, nor did he shed any bloods. 
 

Therefore when Ibn Taymmia realizes that none of the 3 Khalifs were successful in any battles, nor 
did they kill any disbeliever during those battles, he tries to bring reasoning for this: 

ب ٠ىْٛ ثب١ٌل لبي إٌجٟ صٍٝ اللَّ ػ١ٍٗ ٍٍُٚ ً٘ روىلْٛ ٚرٕصوْٚ ئلَ ثعؼفبئىُ ٚاٌمزبي ٠ىْٛ ثبٌلػبء وّ

 .ثلػبئُٙ ٚصلرُٙ ٚئفلصُٙ
 .482، ص  4يُٓبج انسُخ ، ج

Manaahij Alsunnah (The Sunnah Methods), part4, page 482. 
 



Battles is at times by Dua (Prayer), just like it is at times by hand. The Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) 
said: isn’t it that your sustenance given to you, and your victory granted because of the (physically) 
weak among you, with their supplications, prayers, and loyalty. 
 

Maybe Abu Bakr had defeated the enemies by his Duas, and therefore we should attribute all the 
victories of the battles such as Badr, Khaibar, Khandaq, Hunain and etc to him?! After all, it was 
him who was sat somewhere away from the battle field and prayed for victory over the enemies! 
 

Therefore Ibn Taymmia alters the meaning of “bravery” and says: 
 

ئما وبٔذ اٌشغبػخ اٌّطٍٛثخ ِٓ الَئّخ شغبػخ اٌمٍت، فل ه٠ت أْ أثب ثىو وبْ أشغغ ِٓ ػّو، ٚػّو 

 .أشغغ ِٓ ػضّبْ ٚػٍٟ ٚغٍؾخ ٚاٌيث١و، ٚوبْ ٠َٛ ثله ِغ إٌجٟ فٟ اٌؼو٠ش 
 . 79، ج  8يُٓبج انسُخ ، ج 

Manaahij Alsunnah (The Sunnah Methods), part 8, page 79. 
 
If the bravery of leaders is the bravery in their heart, then Abu Bakr was braver than Umar and 
Umar was braver than Uthman, Ali (as), Talha and Zubayr, and he (Abu Bakr), was sat in the tent 
with the Holy Prophet (PBUH&HF) in the battle of Badr! 
 

In this cases bravery should have 2 parts: 
The bravery which all Arabs understand to be bravery 
The bravery which only Ibn Taymmia sees to be bravery, and that is the bravery in their hearts! 
So our question to Ibn Taymmia is that if Abu Bakr was braver than everyone else (in heart) then 
why did he flee from the battles of Khaybar, Uhud and Hunain? Can “bravery” and “fleeing” from 
battles be put under the same category? 


